January Newsletter

Worship with us on Sundays at 10:30 am.
10:30 am worship is live-streamed on YouTube for those unable to join us in
person.

Click Here to Find Our Worship
Services

NEROM THE
Church Office Hours: @é PASTOR

Monday - Friday: 8:30 am - 1:30 pm

Micah Kearney, Pastor
mkearney@holyc.org

Beka Forst, Deacon of Discipleship
rforst@holyc.org

Greg Cline, Organist /Choirmaster
gclinea440@aol.com
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Courtney Strickland, Office Manager

HolyComforter@gmail.com Pastor
Micah Kearney

Grace and Peace, | have to say
that there is something about
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working at a church (or most
places, really) that makes it hard
to live fully in the present,
because you’re always planning
for what is coming. For instance,
as | write this it is the Advent
Season, a week from Christmas
Day, and my
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January Birthdays
We recognize and celebrate these
birthdays! We are thankful for the
Life and Spirit of those
we celebrate. May the blessings of
God flow in the life of each of you.

January 5 Riley Lewis
January 7 Mary Lee
January 8 Sarah Moler
January 9 Chuck Kimball
January 10 Charles Mauney
January 10 Brandy Milton
January 10 Becky Richards
January 13 Abbey Kowalewski
January 18 Jerri Wesson
January 19 Faye Heller
January 21 Jane Howard
January 21 Paul Nault
January 21 Travis Rhyne
January 24 Jill Cassel
January 25 Ryan Nelson
January 26 Matthew Carr
January 29 Gina Rhyne

January Monthly Gatherings:

1t New Years- Office Closed
9th Prime Timer's Bible Study
14th Small Group 2
16th Outreach Meeting
215t Christian Education
Sundays:
Adult Handbells - 9:00 am
Church Choir - 10:10 am
Worship - 10:30 am
Church Choir Rehearsal - 6:00 pm
Wednesday Evenings :
Chamber Choir Rehearsal- 7:00 pm
2nd & 4th Tuesdays:
Nar-Anon Meeting - 7:00 pm
1st & 2nd Sunday of Month:
Kid's Club- 4:00 pm
1st, 2nd, & 3rd Sunday of Month:
HCY- 5:00 pm

Church

Calendar



https://files.constantcontact.com/15190e53801/975131ee-5490-4b1d-8a7d-0fdd310fd027.pdf
https://www.holyc.org/calendar.html
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Pictured are the handbell ensemble that
accompanied the Advent Services of Worship in
December. A fine group of young people who spent
a number of hours in rehearsal in order to make that
happen. We will gather another...

Read
More

Kids Club \
& HCY
Dinners

Help Support Our Youth Ministry


https://files.constantcontact.com/15190e53801/071bb7db-a6ee-4145-b29d-38aa10d968ff.pdf

)
Beka Q(,ﬁ\ HCY and Kids Club take time to gather

Buzz N fj-ﬁ around the table for a meal, catch up on life,
Some and laugh. Meals are important, Jesus did
of y'all so much ministry around meals.

know that | am an avid reader. |
love reading historical fiction,
contemporary fiction, murder
mysteries, and cozy fantasies. |
love escaping into...

Read
More

Supporting our young disciples can look
like providing a meal on Sundays at 5
pm.

Dinner Sign Up
Here

Lutheran Church of the b
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Wednesdays at 6:45 pm in the Parlor

Women’s Bible Study is starting on January 8th- We are excited to announce that we
are doing a study of "The Purpose of Prayer".

Join us Wednesdays at 6:45 pm in the Parlor in the Education Building. Books are
$25 a piece, to pay for them please use Realm (Category: Bible Study Books), the
offering plate, or bring payment with you.

(Due to shipping times we will be placing 1 bulk order, please reserve your book
below)

Join us no matter or age or stage, we are on the journey together.
Can’t wait to see you!
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Reserve Your
Study

Pay Using
Realm

Children's Church Volunteers

are Needed
The children need your help!
Children's church needs one

c H l L D R E N y S volunteer per Sunday to teach using

scripted curriculum. The volunteer
CHURGH would find our user friendly Children's

Church material in the Fellowship hall
VOLUNTEERS in the yellow binder. We have plenty
NEEDED of openings from now till the end of
the year.

Sign Up
Here

y
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SIGN UP TO BE A
WORSHIP VOLUNTEER

2025 Volunteer Sign-Ups Are LIVE!

Altar flowers are the flowers that are on the altar during worship. They can be
given in honor or memory of someone and are a reminder of the resurrected Christ.


https://shop.precept.org/products/the-purpose-of-prayer-a-collection-of-prayer-volume-one
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090448A4AB29AAFF2-54106490-womens#/
https://onrealm.org/HolyComforterLu/-/form/give/now
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Once worship is over, you are able to collect the flowers that you sponsored. The
price per vase is $30, or $60 if you purchase both.

2025 Altar
Flowers

Being a Lector is an easy and important way to lead during worship. It would be most
helpful for you to sign up for a month at a time, or as much of the month as you
can. Readings will be sent to you the Monday before your Sunday.

2025 Lectors

Monthly Volunteers

A
CHILDREN'S
CHURCH

7

Children’s Church

Altar flowers January 5-

Available to be sponsored. If you would January 12-

like to do so in honor or memory of a January 19-

loved one or to celebrate a milestone January 26-

please click the button above.
January 5- Children's Church is available for pre-k-
January 12- 5th graders every Sunday during the
January 19- readings, the Gospel, and the Sermon.
January 26- Children's church takes place in the
fellowship hall.

Sign Up
Here Sign Up
Here
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https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090448A4AB29AAFF2-54090408-2025
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January Teller Schedule:
Fran Holland & Will Howard

Note: If you can't count during your
assigned time, please ask another Teller
to count for you or Contact Shelia via text

or phone.

January 5-

January 12-
January 19-
January 26-

Lectors

Treasurer’s Report for November 2024

Lutheran Church of the Holy Comforter Historical Financial Perspective - Movember 2024

% %
Increase Increase
2024 from from 2023 2022
Financial Category SAmount 2023 2022 SAmount SAmount
Offerings for the Month 27971 34.6 35.0 20,783 20,725
Offerings Year to Date (YTD) 277,647 178 18.0 235,720 | 235,273
Expenses for the Month 27277 -1.3 10.3 27,637 24,740
Expenses YTD 306,307 -2.4 14.8 313,935 | 266,717
Planned Expenses (Budget)
30,279 28,902 26,222

for the Month

4.8 15.5
Budget, YTD 333,064 217,917 288,442
Annual Budget 363,342 346,819 | 314,664

Holy Comforter’s operating surplus (offering income in excess of expenses) during
November was $693.71. Total giving to support Holy Comforter’s routine expenses
for the month was $27,971.00. The budget estimate of the amount needed each
month in 2024 is $30,278.50. The year-to-date deficit, through November 30, was
$28,660.46. Year-to-date spending was $26,756.05 below the amount planned in the
2024 budget. The foregoing table provides additional perspective and comparisons
with offering income, expenses and budgets in prior years.

-Warren Heller, Treasurer

The church calendar is updated weekly and can always be found on the church
website under the events tab. Take a look!

Church

Calendar

Holy Comforter Lutheran Church | 216 N Main St | BELMONT, NC 28012 US
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Grace and Peace,

| have to say that there is something about working at a church (or most places, really) that makes it
hard to live fully in the present, because you’re always planning for what is coming. For instance, as |
write this it is the Advent Season, a week from Christmas Day, and my mind has to be two liturgical
seasons ahead into Epiphany in order to write this. As | write we are in a season of anticipation and
hope as we await Christ coming again into the world to heal and redeem and set things right. We’re
excited about a season, one week from when | write this, that celebrates Christ being born into the
world, celebrates his enduring presence with us, celebrates the ways God sees us and accompanies
us. 12 days later, we will be celebrating a season that’'s name means “to reveal,” when we wrestle
with the ways Christ makes his ministry and identity known in the world, and thus reveals God’s heart
to the world.

At the same time, in the world outside of church, things seem to be moving very quickly as kids finish
up school, businesses wrap up 2024, plans for visits and vacations are finalized or begun, New Years
is around the corner and companies hope your resolutions have something to do with them (I forget
the numbers on gym memberships than never get used, but it is a lot, and | have been that guy
before). Not to mention all of the things in the world that have nothing to do with any holiday, like
political upheaval in our country as well as others, wars we watch on nightly news, “another” school
shooting, and all the other things that break our hearts on a seemingly regular basis. When the world
seems to be moving so quickly and seemingly spinning out of control we can get swept up in it and
the stories and themes of Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany feel disconnected from the “real world.”
Except that, Jesus was born into this world. Our hope for healing and redemption is for this world.
The love and ministry that Jesus reveals, and we hear about in Epiphany (and other times too), is
God’s love and ministry for this world. Our faith should not be disconnected from the world but should
be applied to the world so that the hope that fills our hearts can be connected to the things that break
our hearts. So too should our actions, the ways we live out our discipleship and join in the ministry of
Christ be done in ways that take us into the world. When that happens, Christ continues to be
revealed in the world through us, the Body of Christ, and we name that we believe in a narrative that
is true, and that is greater than the “truths” the world tries to tell us about each person’s worth, about
scarcity vs. abundance, about power with and for vs. power over.

May the way we live out our faith and call push back against the narratives of the world, so that we,
and those we touch, experience Christ’s presence, hope, love, and grace, as real and true in this
world, and in their lives, so that they know of God’s abundant love for them.

Yours in Christ,
Pastor Micah



LI_:.X\‘ | The

‘L ' Holy Comforter
Comment

éYﬁuMoﬂ,@t%ﬂ,p

Pictured are the handbell ensemble that accompanied the Advent Services of Worship
in December. A fine group of young people who spent a number of hours in rehearsal in
order to make that happen. We will gather another group together in February as we
prepare for our upcoming Evening Prayer services during the Lenten season. Thanks to
Julia Gunter, Pastor Micah, and our church choir for their participation and leadership.
And accolades to all of our church musicians who led us during the entire 2024 year.
We give thanks for these folks who are willing to share their God-given gifts.

+++

As we recover from the Advent and Christmas season we pause to take a deep breath
in the wake of Epiphany. | sometimes marvel at how we humans have taken the birth of
our Savior, born in such a simple and humble beginning; and created that event into a
world of stressful gift giving and superficial expectation.

So in this New Year we welcome a new beginning; a "manifestation” of the feast of the
Epiphany where God's glory is revealed in Christ Jesus. May we be sent out to be
beacons of the light, and share God's love to all people.

Greg Cline. MD, Music Director
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Some of y’all know that | am an avid reader. | love reading historical fiction, contemporary
fiction, murder mysteries, and cozy fantasies. | love escaping into a reality that is not my own. |
love it when characters lead chaotic lives that involve solving a thrilling case or learning about
World War Il from my favorite female spy. Or a book that you into a magical world where the
antagonist is running amuck through the forest of mystical creatures, how will they be stopped?
Books are my favorite form of escapism. Lately, | have found myself picking more books that
make me think on a deeper level.

Recently, | read a book titled Faith Beyond Youth Group, which sparked questions and
conversations about how we teach young people to be discerning in their adult faith lives. How
do we teach young people to have Christ-like character to discern what it means to find
community? It was a hard conversation to hear that young people are having a hard time
trusting the church. For the youth ministers, part of that conversation was affirming that the
work we do is important because the youth that stay have a grounded relationship with leaders
in the church. The new book for our book club in the spring is The Anxious Generation by
Jonathan Haidt. As | type this, I'm about 60 pages in, and it is wildly eye-opening. Our young
people are growing up in a world we are so unfamiliar with. We are learning technology as we
go, they have grown up with it. Pairing the anxiety of the world with the distrust of institutions,
we are seeing a rapid decline of youth in church. Now, | know how that sounds. Defeating and
disappointing much?

Hear this good news, too: the younger generation is not about hearing about being the change
in the world; they want to BE the change in the world. They are active in pursuing and building
God’s kingdom here. This church is changing, and God’s still very much at work in the world. The
church is active in our young people in ways that don’t look like they used to. We may not see
them in the pews, but they are out in the world loving their neighbors. | hate to admit this, but
maybe we could learn a thing or two about how young people live their faith. God isn’t going
anywhere; young people are moved by the Spirit to bring God’s love to the world.

Thanks be to God.

Deacon Beka
rforst@holyc.org



