Luthcran Church of the Holy Com{:orter

216 N. Main Street e Belmont, NC 28012 e Sunday, December 26™, 2021

T he First Sunday after Christmas Dag

GATHERING/WELCOME
PRELUDE: Gloria . ......... Wold

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, who sends the word with angels, who is
made flesh among all peoples, and who breathes peace on all the earth.

C Amen.

P In Christ, we are bold to name our sin and cry out for peace.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.
P Holy God,
C we confess our sin before you. We replace compassion with competition. We
seek what is mighty while ignoring the meek. We are quick to anger but slow to
forgive. We have not put on love in harmony with you. Wrap us in the grace of your
powerful Word. Swaddle our hearts with your peace, that all we do, in word or
deed, may reflect your love born among us. Amen.

P I bring you good news of great joy for all people: God has come among us in the
child born of Mary, Christ the Lord. - In Christ your sins are forgiven, and you are
clothed in peace.

C Amen.



GATHERING SONG: Good Christian Friends, Rejoice . . ................ LBW 55
(All verses)

GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Letus pray.

Shine into our hearts the light of your wisdom, O God, and open our minds to the
knowledge of your word, that in all things we may think and act according to your good
will and may live continually in the light of your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

FIRST READING Genesis 1:1-5

1 In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2 the earth was a formless
void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the
face of the waters. 2 Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. # And God
saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. ® God called
the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was
morning, the first day.

A The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



CAROL: Once In Royal David’s City . . ..., All Sing
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1 Oncein roy-al Da - vid’s cit-y stood a low-ly cat - tle  shed,
2 He came down to earth from heav-en who 1is Godand Lord of all,
3 And our eyes at last shall see him,through his own re-deem-ing love;
4 Not in that poor low - ly sta-ble, with the ox - en stand-ing by,
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where a  moth-er laid her ba - by in a man-ger for his  bed:
and his shel-ter was a sta - ble,and his cra - dle was a stall;
for that child so dear and gen - tle is our Lord in heav’n a - bove;
we shall see him; but in  heav - en, set at God’sright hand on high;
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Mar-y was that moth-er mild, Je - sus Christ, her lit - tle child.
with the poor and meek and low-ly, lived on earth our Sav-ior ho-ly.
and he leads his chil - dren on to the place wherehe is  gone.
there his chil - dren gath - er round, bright like stars, with glo-ry crowned.
Text: Cecil Frances Alexander, 1818-1895
Music: IRBY, Henry J. Gauntlett, 1805-1876
SECOND READING Micah 5:2-5a

2 But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah,

who are one of the little clans of Judah,

from you shall come forth for me
one who is to rule in Israel,
whose origin is from of old,
from ancient days.

3 Therefore he shall give them up until the time

when she who is in labor has brough
then the rest of his kindred shall return

t forth;



to the people of Israel.

4 And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord,
in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God.

And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great
to the ends of the earth;

5and he shall be the one of peace.

A  The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

CAROL.: Oh Little Town of Bethlehem . . ........ ... ... . . . . . . . . . . ... LBW 41
(Sing all verses)

THIRD READING Luke 1:26-35, 38

26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called
Nazareth, 2’to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David.
The virgin’s name was Mary. 2 And he came to her and said, ‘Greetings, favoured one!
The Lord is with you.’?®But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what
sort of greeting this might be. *The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you
have found favour with God. 3 And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son,
and you will name him Jesus. **He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most
High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. **He will reign
over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” **Mary said to
the angel, ‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?* **The angel said to her, ‘The Holy
Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you;
therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 3¥Then Mary
said, ‘Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then
the angel departed from her.

A The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

CAROL: Lo,HowaRose E’erBlooming.................... .......... LBW 58




FOURTH READING Matthew 1:18-25

18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had
been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child
from the Holy Spirit. 1° Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to
expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 2° But just when he had
resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph,
son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is
from the Holy Spirit. 22 She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will
save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by
the Lord through the prophet:
23“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,

and they shall name him Emmanuel,”
which means, “God is with us.” 2* When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of
the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, 2° but had no marital relations with her
until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus.

A The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

CAROL: Of'the Father’s Love Begotten . ................c.cccuiuiiuenon.. LBW 42
(Sing all verses)

FIFTH READING Luke 2:8-20

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by
night. °Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were terrified.1°But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for
see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: *'to you is born this
day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. >This will be a sign for
you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” **And
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and
saying,
14 Glory to God in the highest heaven,

and on earth peace among those whom he favours!’



>When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another,
‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has
made known to us.’ *8So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child
lying in the manger. "When they saw this, they made known what had been told them
about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told

them. °But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 2The
shepherds returned, glorifying, and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had
been told them.

A The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

SIXTH READING Matthew 2:1-11

2 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from
the East came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the
Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” *When
King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling
together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the
Messiah was to be born. ° They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been
written by the prophet:
6 <And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler

who is to shepherd my people Israel.””
"Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when
the star had appeared. & Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search
diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that | may also
go and pay him homage.” ® When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead
of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where
the child was. 1°When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with
joy. 1 On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt
down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of

6



gold, frankincense, and myrrh.

A The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

CAROL: Away IN AMaANGEN . . ..ot e LBW 67
SEVENTH READING John 1:1-14

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was

God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through him, and
without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being #in him was

life, and the life was the light of all people. ® The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness did not overcome it.

® There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.  He came as a witness to
testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. & He himself was not the light,
but he came to testify to the light. ® The true light, which enlightens everyone, was
coming into the world.

10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not
know him. ! He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. ' But
to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of
God, 3 who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of
God.

14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory
as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.

A The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



CAROL.: On Christmas Night

All Sing
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1 On  Christ-mas night all Chris-tians sing to hear the news the
2 Then why should we on earth be sad, since our re - deem - er
3 When sin de - parts be - fore his face, then life and health come
4 Al out of dark-ness we  have light, which made the an - gels
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an - gels bring. On Christ - mas night all  Chris - tians sing to

made us glad? Then why should we on earth be sad, since
in its place. When sin de - parts be - fore his face, then
sing this night. All  out of dark - ness we have light, which
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hear the news the an - gels bring: news of great joy, news of great
our re-deem - er made us glad, when from our sin  he set us
life and health come in its place. An - gels re - joice with us and
made the an - gels sing this night: “Glo - ry to God in high - est
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mirth, news of our mer - ci - ful king’s Dbirth.
free, all for to gain  our lib - er - ty?
sing, all for to see the new - born king.
heav’n; peace on earth, and good - will. A - men”

Text: Luke Wadding, d. 1686, alt.
Music: SUSSEX CAROL, English traditional

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Joining our voices with the heavenly host and Christians throughout time and space, let
us pray for the church, the world, and all in need.

A brief silence.
You come to us in gatherings of your church across the globe. Unite us with those who
celebrate your birth even when they are weighed down by grief, loss, poverty, hunger, or
injustice. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.



You come to us in the diverse splendor of the universe. Grant us the humility to trust our
place in the network of creation, that we live in service to you and the natural world.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You come to us through relationships of many kinds: families, friendships, communities,
and nations. Guide us in these relationships, that we recognize the Christ child in one
another and show your love to those most vulnerable. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You come to us through people whom the world forgets. Poor shepherds and an
imprisoned Paul announced your good news. Send your Spirit to all who are imprisoned,
struggling with addiction, unwell, or in any need this day (especially). Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

You come to us in acts of justice and forgiveness. Open our hearts to forgive one another,
without permitting injustice. Supply us with the wisdom to be clothed with love, binding
all things together in perfect harmony. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You come to us through those who have died yet live with you forever. We give thanks
for Stephen, deacon and martyr, who gave his life to tell the story of your love. Merciful
God,

receive our prayer.

Rejoicing in your Word made flesh among us, we commend these prayers to you,
confident of your grace and love made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

PEACE

P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

**Remain standing as the offering is brought forward**



OFFERING

OFFERTORY PRAYER

P Gracious God,

C we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among the poor to bring the riches of
your grace. As you have blessed us with your gifts, let them be blessing for others.
With the trees of the field, with all earth and heaven, we shout for joy at the coming
of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING

P The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may abound in
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus, the Word made flesh.

C Amen.

CAROL: GoTell ltonthe Mountain.............. .. .. ... LBW 70
BENEDICTION

P Glory to God in the highest!

C Peace to God’s people on earth!

P Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus.

C Thanks be to God.

** Flowers are given by Rebecca, Mark & Alec Via thanking God for Luke Via.
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Holy Doodles
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Holy Comforter Lutheran Church
216 N. Main Street  Belmont, NC 28012 704-825-2483
holycomforter@gmail.com

SUNDAY SCHEDULE: 9:30 am Sunday School, 10:30 am The Service
Church Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 8:30 am — 2:00 pm

Micah Kearney, Pastor email: MicahKearney@gmail.com
Greg Cline, Organist /Choirmaster
Beka Forst, Deacon of Discipleship
Sandra Askey, Office Manager
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