- The
Holy Comforter

T R A A &&?\%

|

Worship with us on Sundays at 10:30 am.
10:30 am worship is live-streamed on YouTube for those unable to join us in person.

Click Here to Find Our Worship Services

| aj FROM THE
Church Office Hours: L /1 PASTOR

Monday - Friday: 9:00 am - 2:00 pm

Micah Kearney, Pastor

mkearney@holyc.org

Beka Forst, Deacon of Discipleship

rforst@holyc.org 1 ;
Diamond Cansler, Office Manager ‘I I

Pastor
Micah Kearney

May is a bit of a transition
month for us. With the first part
of the year including
stewardship campaigns, Lent,
and Holy Week and Easter,
there is a lot going on. As we


https://www.youtube.com/@HolyCBelmontNC/streams
mailto:rforst@holyc.org

HELLO

move into the season after
Pentecost at the end of May,
and as school years draw to a
close this month, our
programming schedule changes
as attendance becomes
unpredictable during the
summer as people often
scatter.

As | recognize that transition,
I’m focusing on the gratitude |
have for so many folks who
have been, and continue to be,
such an integral part of the
ministry of Christ at and through
Holy Comforter....
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May Birthdays

We recognize and celebrate these
birthdays! We are thankful for the Life
and Spirit of those we celebrate. May
the blessings of God flow in the life of
each of you.

May 1 — Katie Howard
May 1 — Philip Piscatelli
May 3 — Erin Cassel

May 7 — Alec Via

May 8 — Madeline Hogge
May 13 — Jan Buell

May 13 — Rebekah Milton
May 14 — Elise Bansen
May 22 — Cynthia Scholler
May 24 — Perri Gross
May 26 — Matthew Hogge
May 26 — Declan Nance

May Monthly Gatherings:

Sunday, May 3

e 4:00pm — HCY Final Feast
Monday, May 4

e 7:00pm — Book Club
Tuesday, May 5

e 7:00pm — Small Group 2
Wednesday, May 6

e 6:45pm — Women'’s Bible
Sunday, May 10

e 12:00pm — Church Council
Monday, May 11

e 7:00pm — Book Club
Wednesday, May 13

e 8:30am — Men'’s Breakfast

e 6:45pm — Women'’s Bible Study
Thursday, May 14

e 10:30am — Prime Timers
Monday, May 18

e 7:00pm — Book Club
Tuesday, May 19

e 7:00pm — Christian Education
Thursday, May 21

e 7:00pm — Outreach Meeting


https://files.constantcontact.com/15190e53801/4cc950e8-84f4-43ef-9473-87b215be2932.pdf

May 28 — Richard Fox
May 29 — Angela Morton

Monday, May 18
e 7:00pm — Book Club
Wednesday, May 27

¢ 8:30am — Men’s Breakfast
e 6:45pm — Women'’s Bible Study

Sundays:

Koinonia Coffee - 9:30am
Church Choir - 10:00am
Worship - 10:30am
Choir Rehearsal - 6:30pm
1st & 2nd Sunday of Month:
Kingdom Crew- 4:00 pm
1st, 2nd, & 3rd Sunday of Month:

Young Disciples- 5:00 pm
2nd & 4th Tuesdays:
Nar-Anon Meeting - 7:00pm
Every Monday:

Book Club - 7:00pm
Every Wednesday:
Women's Bible Study - 6:45pm
Every Other Wednesday:
Men's Breakfast - 8:30am

Church Calendar



https://www.holyc.org/calendar.html

Book Club Is Back !

Book Club is back, and we're
excited to gather again for
thoughtful conversation and
connection! This session will be
led by Josh Stone and Jan Buell
as we read Sinners in the Hands
of a Loving God by Brian Zahnda
compelling exploration of moving
beyond fear-based faith into a
deeper understanding of God’s
love and grace. Join us Mondays onttodlon. s
at 7:00 PM in the parlor as We PERSPECTIVE; ONE STORY-CAN (I.')HANGE
YOUR HEART. THISMONTH, LET'S READ
grow together through meaningful TOGETHER AND SHARE THE PAGES THAT
discussion and fellowship. o

MONDAYS 7:00PM

Join Us In Faith and Fellowship
May 6th, May 27th
Holy Comforter Men's Breakfast
Every Other Wednesday 8:30am at Eggs Up Grill
Lead by Pastor Micah

HC Men's
Breakfast

Eggs Up Grill, Community Room
2609 S New Hope Rd.

C Join us for faith and )
fellowship




You're Invited: Women's B‘B‘-E s U1

Bible Study

We would love for you to join us for a
new season of Women'’s Bible Study!
We are studying Better by Jen Wilkin.

Whether you're brand new to Bible
study or have been part of one for
years, you'll find encouragement,
friendship, and meaningful
conversation here. Come as you are,
bring your Bible, and let's make room
for God’s Word and each other. Join
us Wednesday April 15th at 6:45 pm.
We will meet in the parlor.

Wednesdays 6:45pm

Come Join Our Prime Timers Bible Study!

Prime Timers is a monthly gathering of
retired friends who explore the
upcoming Sunday Gospel together,
sharing in discussion, reflection, and
prayer. It's a wonderful way to deepen
your understanding of scripture and
connect with others.

All are welcome, whether this is your
first time or you've been attending for

| PRIME TIMERS

BIBLE
STUDY

L’I& Lutheran Church of the
Holy Comforter

EVERY

?.f,%?{;g AY years! We are meeting on
May 14th at 10:30 am.
. 10:30AM Come for the conversation, stay for the

fellowship.
For more information, contact
Lyn Miller.

Jim and Jan Buell Will Host Their Small Group Tuesday, May
5th

Anyone interested in talk to Jim or Jan as they welcome some fresh faces.



Small Groups meet during the second
week of each month and provide a
dedicated time for devotions,
meaningful connections, and prayer.
These gatherings are designed to help
participants walk alongside one
another intentionally, offering support,
encouragement, and shared
experiences of faith. Whether you're
seeking community, spiritual growth, or
simply a place to connect with others
on your faith journey, Small Groups are
a space to grow together and deepen
your relationship with God.

For more information or to get
connected, please contact Deacon
Beka.

WANT TO JOIN-A
SMALL GROUP?

WHAT IS ASMALL GROUP?
In Small Groups there s time for devotions, connection, and prayer. Small Groups are intended
to intentionally accompany one another, support one anather, and share in faith together. Small
Groups meet the second week of the month.

Contact Deacon Beka For More Information
rforst@holyc.org

OUTREACH
OPPORTUNITES

EMPOWER LIVES WITH YOUR SUPPORT

) A
Plasic Bags

Catherine House Food Drive

Collecting Feminine Food drive for the
hygiene products Blessing Box
and other Wishlist

items for Catherine’s

House

Collecting plastic
grocery bags to
make mats for
unhoused campers.

MAKE AN IMPACT
TODAY

Our Outreach Team invites you to make a
meaningful impact in our community through
several ongoing opportunities to serve. We
are collecting feminine hygiene products
and other wishlist items for Catherine’s
House, gathering non-perishable food
donations for our Blessing Box, and
accepting plastic grocery bags that will be
repurposed into mats for unhoused
neighbors.

Every donation, big or small, helps empower
lives and extend care to those in need—

thank you for being part of this important
ministry!

Blessing Box Grocery List

Catherine House Needs




Get ready to celebrate the end of the
school year with our Kingdom Crew
and Young Disciples at “The Final
Feast” Family Cookout!

Join us on Sunday, May 3, 2026, at
4:00 PM for an afternoon filled with

great food, fun, and games for all ages.

Bring your appetite, your energy, and
your whole family as we gather for this
exciting end-of-year bash packed with
laughter, fellowship, and picnic-style
fun.

You won’t want to miss it!

Kingdom Grew and Young Disciples

=FINAL FEAST

Food Games

End Of The School Year Bash

MAY 3
2026

AT 400 PM

Fire up your appetite,
bring your groove, and
let’s turn up the heat
with food, fun, and
picnic games!

Beka's .
Buzz ¢ =

As we wrapped up our final youth
gatherings of the year, there was a
strong sense of both celebration
and anticipation in the air. Our
Kingdom Crew continued their
journey through Exodus, diving
deeper into the story of Moses, his
courage, his calling, and God’s
faithfulness through it all. To bring
the story to life in a creative way,
the group ended by drawing
scenes from Moses'’ life, giving
everyone a chance to reflect on
what stood out to them in a hands-
on and memorable way. Kingdom
Crew is also already buzzing with

SCHOOLS

OUT!

ENJOY YOUR
SUMMER

You NO YT =

disciples




excitement for Vacation Bible
School in June! This year, our
Crew is....

Join us for Bethlehem Bound Vacation Bible School, where our theme is “No Room,
Make Room™! Kids will discover what it means to make room for Jesus and how that helps
us make room for peace, hope, joy, and love in our hearts, and share all of it with others.
Each day, children will hear Christmas stories, make fun crafts, enjoy tasty snacks, and
play games that help them learn what it means to make room for Jesus and to share that
room with friends, family, and anyone in need.

Dates: June 7th — 10th
Time: 6:00 PM-8:00 PM
Ages: 3 years old through rising 6th grade

Come celebrate God's love with us as we journey to Bethlehem together!



https://files.constantcontact.com/15190e53801/65a91720-43e1-416d-ab98-9e45e25d007b.pdf

Dinner Signh-Ups
for Kingdom Crew
& Young
Disciples!

We’'re excited to gather
for some great food and
even better company! If
you'd like to help provide
dinner for Kingdom Crew
or Young Disciples
gatherings, please sign
up using the link below.
Your support means the
world to our kiddos and
leaders!

Sign Up Genius

Outreach Meeting Reminder

May 21st 7:00 pm

OUTREACH
COMMITTEE



https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090448A4AB29AAFF2-57374602-20252026

Christian Education Meeting

Holy Comforter Business

Church Council Meeting

= ] -

Sunday, May 10th, 12:00pm - 1:00pm

March 2025 Council Minutes

We invite you to take a moment to review
the recently approved minutes from our

é_é I 2:\__ Council meeting.

The minutes provide a summary of our
C O U N C I L discussions, decisions made, and action
MEETING MINUTES items moving forward.

If you have any questions, please feel free
to contact a council member.

Council Minutes Here

Treasurer’s Report for March 2025


https://files.constantcontact.com/15190e53801/cafe0438-21c8-4387-9739-1a31cd1ef53c.pdf

LUTHERAN CHLRCH OF THE HOLY COMFORTER - Current Financial Summary

For Month of For Year Through
Mar-26 3/31/26

Actual Offering (5} £5,596 E1,367
Actual Expenses [S) 27,119 81,710
Actual Offering less Actual Expenses [5) -1,523 -343
Detail:

fctual Offering [5) 25,596 E1,.367
Flanned Offering far Budgeted Expenses [5) 31,491 94,474
Actual Offering less Planned Offering (5) -5,885 -13,107
Expected Expenses (Budget) (5) 31,491 94,474
Actual Expenses [5) 27,119 E1,710
Budgeted Expenses less Actual Expenses (%) 4,372 12,764
Actual Offering less Planned Offering + 1,523 343

Budgeted Expenses less Actual Expenses® [5)

¥Cross references "Actual Offening bess Actual Expenses” above

'C-II.IH{S] ofthe YTD hd.ldslt shortfall: Insufficient offeringsin current and
and one previous month
H 1
HOLY COMFORTER LUTHERAN CHURCH Chlldren S ChurCh V0|unteers

are Needed
The children need your help! Children's
church needs one volunteer per
Sunday to teach using scripted
curriculum. The volunteer would find
our user friendly Children's Church
material in the Fellowship hall in the
yellow binder. We have plenty of
openings from now till the end of the

UOLUNTEERS NEEDED year.

Sign Up Here



https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090448A4AB29AAFF2-61326168-childrens

SIGN UP TO BE A
WORSHIP VOLUNTEER

New Sign Ups Are Here

Altar flowers are the flowers that are on the altar during worship. They can be

given in honor or memory of someone and are a reminder of the resurrected Christ.
Once worship is over, you are able to collect the flowers that you sponsored. The
price per vase is $30, or $60 if you purchase both.

2026 Altar Flowers

Being a Lector is an easy and important way to lead during worship. It would be
most helpful for you to sign up for a month at a time, or as much of the month as you
can. Readings will be sent to you the Monday before your Sunday.

2026 Lectors

Being a Worship Assistant is a meaningful and important way to help lead during our
worship services. Worship Assistants support the flow of the service by assisting the
pastor and congregation throughout the liturgy. It is most helpful if you are able to
sign up for a month at a time, or as much of the month as you are available.

2026 Worship Assistants

Volunteer Schedule


https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090448A4AB29AAFF2-61326073-2026
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090448A4AB29AAFF2-61326621-2026
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090448A4AB29AAFF2-62446939-worship#/

Altar flowers

Available to be sponsored. If you would
like to do so in honor or memory of a
loved one or to celebrate a milestone

please click the button below..

May 3rd- Danny & Rochelle
May 10th-

May 17th- Danny & Rochelle
May 24th- Leslie Crist

May 31st-
Sign Up Here

Worship Assistants
Worship Assistants support the flow of
the service by assisting the pastor and

congregation throughout the liturgy.

please click the button below to sign
up..

Sign Up Here

HOLY COMFORTER LUTHERAN CHURCH

AGES 4 - 5™ GRADE
Children’s Church

Children's Church is available for pre-k-
5th graders every Sunday during the
readings, the Gospel, and the Sermon.
Children's church takes place in the
fellowship hall.

May 3rd-

May 10th- Amber Diffley
May 17th- Jill Cassel
May 24th- Deacon Beka

Sign Up Here

A

May 31st-

May Lectors:
May 3rd- Sherry Alexander
May 10th-
May 17th- Olive DeNise

May 24th-
Sign Up Here

May 31st-


https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090448A4AB29AAFF2-61326073-2026
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090448A4AB29AAFF2-62446939-worship#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090448A4AB29AAFF2-61326168-childrens#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090448A4AB29AAFF2-61326621-2026
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May Teller Schedule:
Fran Holland and Jill Cassel

Note: If you can't count during your assigned time, please ask another Teller to count for
you or Contact Shelia via text or phone.

The church calendar is updated weekly and can always be found on the church
website under the events tab. Take a look!

Church Calendar

Holy Comforter Lutheran Church | 216 N Main St | BELMONT, NC 28012 US

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice

o Constant
Contact

Try email marketing for free today!


https://www.holyc.org/calendar.html
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=81c0f545-c061-4e06-8c80-d64871f965c4
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=81c0f545-c061-4e06-8c80-d64871f965c4

May is a bit of a transition month for us. With the first part of the year including
stewardship campaigns, Lent, and Holy Week and Easter, there is a lot going on. As we
move into the season after Pentecost at the end of May, and as school years draw to a
close this month, our programming schedule changes as attendance becomes
unpredictable during the summer as people often scatter.

As | recognize that transition, I'm focusing on the gratitude | have for so many folks who
have been, and continue to be, such an integral part of the ministry of Christ at and
through Holy Comforter. Some of those folks have titles, like our staff and council
members. | am incredibly thankful for their willingness to serve, for their faithfulness to
God, to the congregation, and to the people here and beyond our walls. It is a joy to
serve a congregation with these leaders, and | am excited for our future together.

There are countless other folks who deserve thanks, and | want to take a moment to do
that, though | will never be able to name all those folks who contribute. In the fall we
installed our “Blessing Box,” a small food pantry in our parking lot for folks in need.
Since that time it gets emptied multiple times a week, showing the need in our
community. To keep it stocked has taken donations from the congregation, as well as
coordinating with SOCKS Crisis Ministries, who donate back to us when they receive
excess donations from grocery stores. Trudy Whitener, Dee Smith, and Debbie Bray
have been integral in this work, as well as others helping to stock it, and their unseen
devotion has allowed Holy Comforter to be Christ’s hands feeding the hungry. The
Molers, particularly Sarah, has been so supportive of our youth, showing up with and for
them at so many of their gatherings.

Worship each week includes hours of preparation, not only by staff, but also by our choir
members, who likely put in more volunteer time than any others in the congregation, as
well as the altar guild who prepares the sanctuary. Jill Cassel, Fran Holland, Julia
Gunter, and Jan Buell are regularly involved in this faithful and holy work. During
worship we have ushers, acolytes, ushers, communion assistants, children’s church
volunteers, and more, adults and children alike, who aid our worship and help folks to
feel welcomed and cared for. | can’t begin to express my gratitude for Leslie Crist,
Suzanne Fairbairn, and Anne Reese for being our transition team with music.

Amanda Kelly graciously agreed to organize and prepare congregational meals, and is
a gift for our hospitality here. Anything that includes electricity or technology has Tim
Baker’s fingerprints on it, including the quality of worship streaming that is well beyond
any other congregation our size and more. Warren Heller has problem solved so many
property issues. Will Howard is our liaison with rental properties. Our youth eagerly and
joyfully have their hands in so many things, most recently in the Easter Egg Hunt. Each
committee includes caring members beyond the council members who chair them.



Beyond all of this are members who support the ministry of this congregation, and
support one another, in countless ways that are expressions of God’s love and grace.

So this month’s article is one of immense gratitude for everyone who is a part of the
ministry of this congregation, be they members or otherwise claimed as ours, whether
they have titles or not, whether they’ve been named here or are the many more who go
unnamed. Your work, your faithfulness, your hearts, are what truly give Holy Comforter
its unique identity and energy. | thank God for you both in my life and in this ministry.

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Micah



As we wrapped up our final youth gatherings of the year, there was a strong sense of
both celebration and anticipation in the air. Our Kingdom Crew continued their journey
through Exodus, diving deeper into the story of Moses, his courage, his calling, and
God’s faithfulness through it all. To bring the story to life in a creative way, the group
ended by drawing scenes from Moses’ life, giving everyone a chance to reflect on what
stood out to them in a hands-on and memorable way.

Kingdom Crew is also already buzzing with excitement for Vacation Bible School in
June! This year, our Crew is Bethlehem-bound as we explore what it means to make
room for Jesus through hope, peace, joy, and love. We’'ll sing great songs, hear familiar
stories, get creative with fun and festive crafts, and wrap up each day with some joyful
Christmas-themed games. Be sure to mark your calendars, registration for VBS opens
May 1st!

Meanwhile, our youth group closed the year in a much faster-paced fashion with a lively
and competitive game of Throw Throw Burrito. If you’ve never seen it, imagine a mix of
dodgeball and card game strategy... with just enough “creative rule interpretation” to
keep things interesting. It was the perfect way to end the year laughing together and
enjoying each other’s company.

We also took time to celebrate our group by voting on youth group superlatives,
recognizing the personalities and friendships that make this group so special. From
funny awards to meaningful ones, it was a reminder of how much we’ve grown together
this year.

Looking ahead, excitement is already building as we begin talking about our upcoming
summer trip to The Dwelling, taking place July 26-31. There’s a lot to look forward to,
and we truly believe God has something special in store for our group in the months
ahead.

We are grateful for this year, for the growth, the friendships, and the moments that
brought us closer to one another and to God. And the best part? We’re just getting
started. It's going to be a big summer!



