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WELCOME/GATHERING
PRELUDE: Transfigured HymnTune............ .. ... ..., Ashdown

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross in remembrance of baptism
as the presiding minister begins:
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, who stretches out the heavens, who sends
light to the nations, who gives breath to us all.
C Amen.
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.
P Loving God,
C we confess that we have turned from your way to follow our own ways. Forgive
us for the times we have spoken or acted too quickly; we have not spoken or acted at
all; we have hurt those closest to us; we have hurt those we have yet to know; we
have thought more about ourselves than others; we have thought less of ourselves
than we ought. Turn us around, and give us a fresh start, so that we can live again
as your children. Amen.
P Even when we have done wrong, God makes us right. Even when we have messed
up, God puts us together. God’s love never runs out. God never tires of calling us beloved
children. Hear God say to you now: Your sins are forgiven, for the sake of ++ Jesus Christ
our Savior.
C Amen.



GATHERING SONG: How Good, Lord, toBeHere! ............. All Stand & Sing
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I How good, Lord, to be  here! Your glo - ry fills the night;
2 How good, Lord, to be  here, your beau-ty to be - hold
3 Ful - fill - er of the past and  hope of things to be,
4 Be - fore we taste of death, we see your king-dom come;
5 How good, Lord, to  be here! Yet we may not re - main;
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your face and gar-ments, like the sun, shine with un - bor-rowed light.
where Mo -ses and E - li - jah stand, your mes-sen-gers of old.
we  hail your bod -y glo - r1i - fied and our re-demp-tion see.
we long to hold the vi- sion bright and make this hill our home.
but since you bid us leave the mount, come with us to the plain.
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Text: Joseph A. Robinson, 1858-1933, alt.

Music: POTSDAM, W. Mercer, The Church Psalter and Hymn Book, 1854
GREETING
P Sisters and brothers in Christ, beloved children of God: grace, mercy, and peace be
with you all.

C And also with you.
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In peace, in peace, let us  pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy. Christ, have
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mer - ¢y. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Lord, have mer - cy. Christ, have mer-cy. Lord, have mer - cy.
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peo -ple here who have come to give you praise, for the strength to live your
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word, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer-cy. Christ, have mer-cy. Lord, have
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Help, save, and de-[end us, O God.
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mer - cy. A - men.
CANTICLE OF PRAISE
Nt Refrain ‘ .
A Ty — T T % [ p— I ]
[/ | ] T 17 | AT I T 1 | l‘ |
4 f el et i
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sings for joy to the God of life and love and free-dom;

the

feast of the Lamb once slain,

whose blood has
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freed and u - nit-ed us to be one great peo-ple of God.
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The__ Lord be with you. And_ al - so with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Letus pray.

Almighty God, the resplendent light of your truth shines from the mountaintop into our
hearts. Transfigure us by your beloved Son, and illumine the world with your image,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

Congregation is seated and are invited to
sing “Jesus Loves Me” as the children come forward.

CHILDREN’S TIME

Children ages 4 to 8 years-old are invited to go to the Education building for a 20-
minute (or so) time together immediately after the Children’s sermon. Children
will return to their parents during the hymn of the day. Children birth through 3
years-old are invited to join others their age in the nurseries.



FIRST READING 2 Kings 2:1-12
A reading from the second chapter of 2 Kings.

Today’s reading centers on the transfer of power and authority from the prophet Elijah to
Elisha. Their travels, which retrace the path of Joshua back to Moab (the place where
Moses died) and the parting of the waters, demonstrate that Elisha and Elijah are
legitimate successors of the great prophet Moses.

!Now when the LoRD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and
Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. 2Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for the LORD has
sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, |
will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. *The company of prophets who were in
Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the LORD will take
your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep silent.”

“Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he
said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to
Jericho. ®The company of prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said to
him, “Do you know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?”” And he
answered, “Yes, I know; be silent.”

®Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he
said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of
them went on. ‘Fifty men of the company of prophets also went, and stood at some
distance from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. 8Then Elijah took his
mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water; the water was parted to the one side and to
the other, until the two of them crossed on dry ground.

*When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you, before
I am taken from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.”
%He responded, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken
from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not.” As they continued walking and
talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended
in a whirlwind into heaven. *2Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, father! The
chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his
own clothes and tore them in two pieces.

A The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



SECOND READING 2 Corinthians 4:3-6
A reading from the fourth chapter of 2 Corinthians.

The spotlight of Christian ministry is not on the people who carry out ministry but on the
Lord Jesus Christ. Just as God made light shine out of darkness at creation, God makes
the light of Jesus Christ shine in our lives through Christian ministry.

3Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. *In their case the god
of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light
of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. °*For we do not proclaim
ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake.
®For it is the God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our hearts
to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

A  The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL VERSE
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GOSPEL Mark 9:2-9

P The holy gospel according to St. Mark, the ninth chapter.
C Gilorytoyou, O Lord.



Mark’s gospel presents the transfiguration as a preview of what would become apparent
to Jesus’ followers after he rose from the dead. Confused disciples are given a vision of
God’s glory manifest in the beloved Son.

2Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high
mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3and his clothes
became dazzling white, such as no one on earth could bleach them. *And there appeared
to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. °Then Peter said to Jesus,
“Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for
Moses, and one for Elijah.” ®He did not know what to say, for they were terrified. "Then a
cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, the
Beloved; listen to him!” 8Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them

any more, but only Jes

us.

°As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what
they had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead.

P The gospel of the Lord.

C Praise toyou, O

SERMON

Christ.

.................................................... Pastor Micah

.......... All Stand & Sing
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1 A - rise, your light has  come! The Spir - it’s call o - bey;
2 A - rise, your light has  come! Fling wide the pris-on  door;
3 A - rise, your light has  come! All you in sor-row born,
4 A - rise, your light has  come! The moun - tains burst in song!
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show forth the glo-ry  of your God which shines on you to - day.
pro - claim the cap-tive’s lib - er - ty, good tid - ings to the poor.
bind up the bro-ken - heart-ed ones and com - fort those who mourn.
Rise up like ea-gles on the wing, God’s pow’r will makeus strong.
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Text: Ruth Duck, b. 1947

Music: FESTAL SONG, William H. Walter, 1825-1893

Text © 1992 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Confident that God our light and our salvation hears us when we pray, let us offer our
prayers for the church, the world, and all people in need.

A brief silence.



For the ministry of the gospel proclaimed in word and deed, for congregations near and
far, and for all who show the face of Christ throughout the world, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.

For the well-being of creation, for plants and animals, seas and skies, and creatures seen
and unseen, that all may be guided by your Holy Spirit to be stewards of our earth, let us

pray.
Have mercy, O God.

For firefighters and police officers, attorneys and advocates, civil servants and corporate
executives, and leaders of governments, that through their insight and patience, peace and
justice prevail throughout the world, let us pray.

Have mercy, O God.

For all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit (especially), that as Christ was transfigured on
the mountaintop, sickness will be turned into health, loneliness into companionship,
bereavement into consolation, and suffering into assurance, let us pray.

Have mercy, O God.

For companions who accompany us on our journeys through life, for this community of
faith that supports us, and for guidance during difficult times, that we see the glory of
God revealed around us, let us pray.

Have mercy, O God.

In thanksgiving for the faithful departed who now rest from their earthly pilgrimage, that
their lives of service and prayer inspire us in our days, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.

Merciful God, you hear our prayers even before we speak them. Receive them for the
sake of the one through whom you have revealed your goodness, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.

Amen.

PEACE
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM: All Shall Be Amen, and Alleluia . .......... Church Choir
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OFFERTORY RESPONSE: O Splendor of God’s Glory Bright . . .. All Stand & Sing

O Splendor of God’s glory bright, O living Spring of light from light:
come, very Sun of truth and love; come with your radiance from above.

Teach us to love with all our might; drive envy out, remove all spite;
turn to the good each troubling care, and give us grace your name to bear.

As dawn speeds on across the sky, true Dawn with haste come from on high.
O Word, through whom light came to be, come in your pow’r and set us free.

All glory be to God Most High; to God the Son let praises rise;
the Spirit blest let us adore, Forever and Forever more. Amen!

Text: Ambrose of Milan, 340-397; tr. composite

Music: SPLENDOR PATERNAE, plainsong mode I; Sarum Antiphoner, 15th cent.
Text © 2000 Augsburg Fortress.

OFFERING PRAYER

A Letus pray.

C Merciful God, receive the gifts we bring, ourselves, our time, and our
possessions. Through this meal unite us as your body, shining with the light of your

justice and mercy; for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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san -na in  the high - est, ho - san - na in the high - est.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
P ... and in whom we live, Jesus Christ.
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THROUGH CHRIST
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LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P We who are many are one body, for we all partake of the one bread. Come. Be filled
with light and life.

C Thanks be to God.

COMMUNION SONG

| — ] | N
ﬁlq:&r T —— . }  —
1 73 N | |
= y J‘ {JI z = 1 1 9]
g = [ 4
Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the
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grant us peace, grant us peace.

A cordial invitation is extended to all baptized persons to participate in the celebration of
the real presence of the Risen Christ in the Sacrament of Holy Communion.
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MUSIC DURING COMMUNION: Beautiful Savior.................... All Sing
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1 Beau -ti - ful Sav - ior, King of cre - a - tion,
2 Fair are the mead - ows, fair are the wood - lands,
3 Fair is the sun - shine, fair is the moon - light,
4 Beau -ti - ful Sav - or, Lord of the na - tions,
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Son of God and Son of Man!
robed in flow’rs of bloom - ing spring;
bright  the spar - kling stars on high;
Son of God and Son of Man!
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Tru - ly Id love thee, tu - ly I'd serve thee,
Je - sus is fair - er, Je - sus is pur - er
Je - sus shines  bright - er, Je - sus shines pur - er
Glo - ry and hon - or praise, ad - o - ra - tion,
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light of my soul, my joy, my crown.
he makes our sor - rowing spir - it sing.
than all  the an - gels in the sky.
now and for - ev - er - more be thine!
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Text: Gesangbuch, Miinster, 1677; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 18231904
Music: SCHONSTER HERR JESU, Silesian folk tune, 19th cent.
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P The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.
C Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A Letus pray.

C O Morning Star, fair and bright, you have refreshed us again with heavenly
food. You are our dearest treasure. Go with us now—today, tomorrow, every day—
that we tell the story of your never-ending love and sing your praise both now and
forever. Amen.

BLESSING
P The God of glory dwell in you richly, name you beloved, and shine brightly on your

path; and the blessing of almighty God, the Father, the  Son, and the Holy Spirit, be
upon you and remain with you always.

C Amen.
SENDING SONG: InTheeisGladness........................ All Stand & Sing
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pin - ing to see thy shin - ing, dy -ing or liv - ing,
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to thee are cleav -ing; naught can us sev - er: Al-le -Iu - ia!

and still shall raise him glad hymns for - ev - er: Al-le - lu - ia!

Text: Johann Lindemann, 1549-1631; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: IN DIR IST FREUDE, Giovanni Giacomo Gastoldi, 1556—1622

SENDING
A Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.
C Thanks be to God.

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2018. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24292.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under One License #A-72463

A CORDIAL WELCOME is extended to all our visitors on this Transfiguration Sunday.

We pray that you will find a warm fellowship while you are among us and that

you will

return home with a renewed sense of dedication to Jesus Christ. Please sign our guest
register or a visitor’s card so that we can become acquainted with you. If you are without

a church home, we invite you to investigate membership in this family of God.

CHILDREN ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP. Jesus said, “let the children
come to me!” Parents are encouraged to utilize the Kids Worship Kits found
in the Narthex for older toddlers through early elementary age. Nurseries for
children (infants through 3 years old) are in the Education building. Let an
usher know if you need assistance.
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KIDS’ WORSHIP CENTER: Pick up kits as you enter for worship! Please return the tote
bag with the plastic bag of crayons, scratch pads, and pencils to the stand in the narthex.
The children may take any papers home with them.

® @
PRAYER REQUESTS: A notebook has been placed in the narthex for your prayer
requests during the week. The book will be in the narthex on Sundays and in the church
office during the week. If you wish a name to be added to our prayer board, please fill
out aform from the prayer book or fill in the form on line at www.holyc.org.

@ @
Attendance & Budget Report for Sunday, February 4, 2018:

Attendance: 91

Budget Report February 4, 2018 Year-to-Date

Offering $ 4,500.00 $24,161.03

Expenses $ 5,551.17 $ 25,460.47

Offering less Expenses ($ 1,051.17) ($ 1,299.44)

Budgeted Expenses 27,227.18

Offering less Budgeted Expenses ($ 3,066.15)

ASSISTING MINISTERS:

LECTOR: Billy Joye GREETER: Carmen Buell
ACOLYTES & CRUCIFERS: TELLERS: Rochelle & Danny Potter
Volunteers

FLUTE: Julia Gunter
ALTAR GUILD: (Team 3)

Fran Holland, Co-Captain CHILDREN’S CHURCH:
Tracey Nault, Co-Captain Rebecca Yount
Katie Kessen Rebecca Yount

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS: (Team 3)
Bev Mauney, Fran Holland, Sherry Alexander NURSERY: (9:30-11:45 am)
Stacy Kirby
EUCHARIST PRESENTERS:
Volunteers USHERS: Volunteers
THE FLOWERS ON OUR ALTAR TODAY are given to the glory of God by Debbie
Mendez in appreciation of all church volunteers.

Those who have placed flowers on the altar may use the containers to take them home,
but please return the containers to the church.
Carmen Buell, Worship & Music Committee
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BIRTHDAYS FOR THIS WEEK: February 11-17
February 14 Will Howard H P Y

Noah Rawlins

February 15 Leslie Crist
February 16 Rochelle Potter

THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS:
Today, Sunday, February 11

9:00 am
9:30 am
10:10 am
10:30 am

4:00 pm
5:00 pm

6:00 pm

Handbell Choir

Sunday School

Church Chair

The Service w/Holy Communion
Church Council meeting after
Children’s Ensemble

Church Choir Dinner

HCY meets at the church
Church Choir

Monday, February 12

6:30 pm Social Ministry meets

Tuesday, February 13
6:00 pm Shrove Tuesday
Pancake Dinner
7:00 pm Chamber Choir
Nar-Anon

Wednesday, February 14
7:00 pm Ash Wednesday service
with Holy Communion

Saturday, February 17
10:00 am Kids’ Club
Meet at the church

BCO February Items of the (Month

[

Mashed potatoes

Rice
Grits
Oatmeal

Attendance February 4, 2018

Adults Kids
gw;% Pre-K 4
i e SUNDAY Lower Elementary 4
SGHOQA Upper Elementary 7
g Middle School 1
Seekers 4
Senior Adults 7
God’s Group 3
Totals: 14 16
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o

py PRAYERS FOR OUR FAMILY OF HOLY COMFORTER

Cathleen Allen Featherstone Family Sherry Perry
Carmen Buell Dot Holland Marguerite Shive
Brenda Dabrowski Zac Hullander Denise Taylor
Carmen De Nicholas Jo Irwin Jack Tench
Ardean Ewing Vivian Lane Family Beverly Reynolds
Becke Featherstone Holly Peche Jerri Wesson

GREATER FAMILY OF GOD

Jeanne Bernhardt Carol Fox Clarence McLain
Barbara Bingham Larry “Poss” Garrett Jennifer Lineberger
Amy Beale Blythe Lee Gillam Anne Murdy
Doug Brewer Brandi Hager Brody Thornburg
Karen de la Vega John McDermid Dennis Yates

o)

OUR SERVICEMEN / /(

Beau Carroll Tom Kasmer Leo Kasmer Colton Parker

Please remember these people in your prayers.
If anyone has a person who needs to be added or removed from this list,
please inform the church office.
The sign-up prayer forms are in the narthex and online at www.holyc.org
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If you are willing to serve as a Greeter, Lector, Usher, Eucharist
Presenter OR help in the nursery for the 2018 year, please sign
7 your name on the sign-up sheet for each position you are
volunteering for. Each volunteer position is listed on a separate

o { clipboard. The clipboards are in the narthex. If willing to volunteer
Searchinge for for the whole month, then sign your name at each date for that
O month. The chief lector will serve on festival Sundays. To help

VOIUIHGGI‘S with the nursery, contact Beka.

Music Week at Lutheridge, July 8-14, is open for registration.

Grade 1 - Adult scholarships are available to Holy C members. See ’
Greg Cline. '
Children’s Handbell Class will be held during the Lenten !‘
Wednesday’s Together, February 21-March 21. This class is open to ,
Grades 3-5. Contact Greg Cline to sign up.

The National Youth Gathering is exactly what it sounds like,
30,000 + youth will gather in Houston.
We are excited to serve, worship
and gather in large community.
There are 136 days till our group of 7 travels to Houston!
For more information or looking to help, talk to Beka.
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To our Holy Comforter family, we would like to say
thank you. Thank you for all the love, cards, prayers,
and support you have given us over the last two months
while Vivian was in hospice care. Thank you for the
beautiful memorial service that allowed us closure and
we celebrated Her life.

May God bless you all.

Debbie Williams & Family

NOTE: Our next basketball game is Tuesday, February 13 at 7:00 pm W|th
First Presbyterian. Game at Belmont Foursquare Gym.

Holy Comforter Lutheran Church
216 N. Main Street  Belmont, NC 28012 704-825-2483
holycomforter@gmail.com

SUNDAY SCHEDULE: 9:30 am Sunday School, 10:30 am The Service
Church Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 8:30 am — 3:00 pm

Micah Kearney, Pastor email: MKearney@holyc.org
Greg Cline, Organist /Choirmaster
Beka Forst, Director of Youth & Family Ministries
Dianne Lail, Communications/Office Manager
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