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PRELUDE: All My Heart Again Rejoices Busarow

WELCOME/GATHERING

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, who is eager to forgive and who loves us

beyond our days.
C Amen.

P Dear friends, together let us acknowledge our failure to love this world as Jesus does.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P God of mercy and forgiveness,

C we confess that sin still has a hold on us. We have harmed your good creation.
We have failed to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with you. Turn usin a
new direction. Show us the path that leads to life. Be our refuge and strength on
the journey, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend.

Amen.

P Beloved of God: your sins are forgiven =+ and you are made whole. God points the
way to new life in Christ, who meets us on the road. Journey now in God’s abiding love
through the power of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.



GATHERING SONG: Rise, O Sun of Righteousness All Stand & Sing

iy | Z = ’
— ! B S { N A A —
(0 R A S SR, 4 —
J o o ' 1 1 1 1
1 Rise, O Sun of righ - teous - ness; with  your
2 Rouse our hearts from slum - ber deep; may your
3 Gath - er in your scat - tered flock; give  us
4 Burst the bars of stub - born pride; make the
5 Hon - or, praise, and glo - Ty be to the
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might cre - a - tion bless. Shine up - on your church to - day,
word with - in us leap. Give us Vvoic - es to  pro-claim
wa - fter from the rock. Bless the u - ni - ty we share
heav'n-ly path - way wide. Raise us up from sin and death
ho - ly Trin - 1 - ty! May your gra-cious will be done:
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show - ing all your gen - tle way. Have mer - cy, Lord.
prais - es to your ho - ly name. Have mer - cy, Lord.
in our shep - herd’s lov - ing care. Have mer - cy, Lord
with your Spir - it’s liv - ing breath. Have mer - cy, Lord.
make us  one, as you are one. Have mer - cy, Lord.

Text: Christian David, et al.; tr. Frank W. Stoldt, b. 1958
Music: SONNE DER GERECHTIGKEIT, Bohemian Brethren, Kirchengeseng, 1566
Text © 2003 Augsburg Fortress.

GREETING
P Siblings in Christ, beloved children of God: grace, mercy, and peace be with you all.
C And also with you.
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Text: Lutheran Book ofWorship, adapt. Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Music: Now the Feast and Celebration, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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God, to make all things new.
Text and music: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Text and music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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The__ Lord be with you. And. al - so with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Letus pray.

Holy God, our righteous judge, daily your mercy surprises us with everlasting
forgiveness. Strengthen our hope in you, and grant that all the peoples of the earth may
find their glory in you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

CHILDREN’S SERMON
We invite children to come forward for a children’s message before moving to children’s
church.



FIRST READING Jeremiah 14:7-10, 19-22
A reading from the fourteenth chapter of Jeremiah.

In a time of drought, the people pray for mercy, repenting of their sins and the sins of
their ancestors. They appeal to God to remember the covenant, to show forth God’s
power, and to heal their land by sending life-giving rain.

’Although our iniquities testify against us,
act, O LoRbD, for your name’s sake;
our apostasies indeed are many,
and we have sinned against you.
80 hope of Israel,
its savior in time of trouble,
why should you be like a stranger in the land,
like a traveler turning aside for the night?
SWhy should you be like someone confused,
like a mighty warrior who cannot give help?
Yet you, O LORD, are in the midst of us,
and we are called by your name;
do not forsake us!

Thus says the LORD concerning this people:
Truly they have loved to wander,

they have not restrained their feet;
therefore the LORD does not accept them,

now he will remember their iniquity

and punish their sins.

¥Have you completely rejected Judah?
Does your heart loathe Zion?
Why have you struck us down
so that there is no healing for us?
We look for peace, but find no good;
for a time of healing, but there is terror instead.
20We acknowledge our wickedness, O LORD,
the iniquity of our ancestors,
for we have sinned against you.
21Do not spurn us, for your name’s sake;



do not dishonor your glorious throne;

remember and do not break your covenant with us.
22Can any idols of the nations bring rain?

Or can the heavens give showers?
Is it not you, O LORD our God?

We set our hope on you,

for it is you who do all this.

A  The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18
A reading from Second Timothy, the fourth chapter.

The conclusion of this letter to a young minister offers a final perspective on life from one
who faced death. Though others let him down, Paul was sure of his faith in the Lord, who
stood by him and lent him strength.

®As for me, | am already being poured out as a libation, and the time of my departure has
come. ’I have fought the good fight, | have finished the race, | have kept the faith. 8From
now on there is reserved for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous
judge, will give me on that day, and not only to me but also to all who have longed for his
appearing.

At my first defense no one came to my support, but all deserted me. May it not be
counted against them! *’But the Lord stood by me and gave me strength, so that through
me the message might be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear it. So | was
rescued from the lion’s mouth. ¥The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and save
me for his heavenly kingdom. To him be the glory forever and ever. Amen.

A The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL VERSE All Stand & Sing
. ¢ Congregation:
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GOSPEL Luke 18:9-14

P The holy gospel according to St. Luke, the eighteenth chapter.
C Glory toyou, O Lord.

The coming reign of God will involve unexpected reversals of fortune with judgment
rooted in mercy. Jesus tells a parable in which the one who humbles himself is exalted
and the one who exalts his own righteousness is humbled.

%[Jesus] also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous
and regarded others with contempt:'°“Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a
Pharisee and the other a tax collector. ' The Pharisee, standing by himself, was praying
thus, ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or
even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week; I give a tenth of all my income.” ®*But
the tax collector, standing far off, would not even look up to heaven, but was beating his
breast and saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!” **I tell you, this man went down to
his home justified rather than the other; for all who exalt themselves will be humbled, but
all who humble themselves will be exalted.”

P The gospel of the Lord.
C  Praise to you, O Christ.
Congregation is seated.



SERMON

Silence is kept for reflection.

HYMN OF THE DAY: God, When Human Bonds Are Broken

Deacon Beka

All Stand & Sing
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1 God, when hu-man bonds are bro-ken and we lack the love or skill
2 Through that still-ness, with your Spir-it  come in - to our world of stress,
3 You in us are bruised and bro-ken: hear us as we seek re - lease
4 Send us, God of mnew be - gin-nings, hum-bly hope-ful in - to life.
5 Give us faith to  be more faith-ful, give us hope to  be more true,
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to  re - store the hope of heal -ing, give us grace and make us still.
for the sake of Christfor-giv-ing all the fail-ures we con - fess.
from the pain of ear - lier liv - ing; set us free and grant us peace.
Use us as a means of bless-ing: make us stron-ger, give us faith.
give us love to go on learn-ing: God, en-cour-age and re - new!
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Text: Fred Kaan, b. 1929
Music: MERTON, William H. Monk, 1823-1889
Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;
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he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
In gratitude and humility, let us join together in prayer on behalf of all of God’s creation.

God of mercy, you are in the midst of us and we are called by your name. Inspire your
church to serve and love all people with the unceasing grace you extend to us. Hear us, O
God. Your mercy is great.

God of all creation, you formed a world where even the sparrow finds a home. Preserve
the beauty and diversity of all creatures with whom we share the earth. Lead us to protect
all living things. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of peace, you are an ever-present help in time of trouble. Rescue families and
nations torn apart by violence and warfare. Unite all people toward common goals of
reconciliation and peace for every person. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of hope, you stand with the suffering and give strength. Comfort your people filled
with fear or anger, anxiety or shame. Bring healing to all who are sick in body, mind, or
spirit. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of restoration, you call us to trust in you and not ourselves alone. Make this
congregation a community of humility and repentance, ready to encounter you in love
and follow in your ways. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of eternal life, to you be the glory forever. We give you thanks for all who have
fought the good fight, finished the race, kept the faith, and now live with you. Hear us, O
God. Your mercy is great.
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With grateful hearts we commend our spoken and silent prayers to you, O God; through

Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE

P The peace of Christ be with you always.

C And also with you.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM Forever Yours To Be

OFFERATORY RESPONSE: Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful

Chamber Choir

All Stand & Sing
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Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Ronald A. Nelson, b. 1927
Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. admin. Augsburg Fortress.
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OFFERING PRAYER

A Letus pray.

C Gracious God, in your great love you richly provide for our needs. Make of
these gifts a banquet of blessing, and make us ready to share with all in need;
through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE
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right to give God thanks and praise.

PREFACE
P ...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLYﬁ, HOLY
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
P ... and in whom we live, Jesus Christ.
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men

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,

13



thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P Christ invites you to this table. Come, taste and see.
C Thanks be to God.

COMMUNION

During communion the congregation is invited forward by rows, beginning in the back,
and will receive the bread and wine at the front of the aisle. You may either eat and drink
then, or return to your seat to do so, and place the cups in the bin in your pew.

P The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his

grace.
C Amen.
LAMB OF GOD All Sing
Congregation:
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grant us peace, grant us peace.
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION: What Feast of Love All Sing
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1 What feastof love 1is of - fered here, what ban-quetcome from heav - en?
2 What lightof truth is of - fered here, what cov - e - nant from heav - en?
3 What wineof love 1is of - fered here, what crim-son drink from heav - en?
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What food of ev - er - last-ing life, what gra - cious gift is giv - en?
What hope of ev - er - last-ing life, what won-drous word is giv - en?
What stream of ev - er - last-ing life, what pre - cious blood is giv - en?
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This, this is  Christ the king, the bread come down from heav - en.
This, this is Christ the king, the sun come down from heav - en.

This, this is Christ the king, the sweet-est wine of heav - en.
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Oh, taste and see and sing! How sweet the man - na giv - en!
Oh, see and hear and sing! The Word of God is giv - en!
Oh, taste and see and sing! The Son of God is giv - en!

Text: Delores Dufner, oss, b. 1939

Music: GREENSLEEVES, English ballad, 16th cent.
Text © 1993 Delores Dufner OSB. Published by OCP Publications. All rights reserved.



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A Letus pray.

C God of the abundant table, you have refreshed our hearts in this meal with
bread for the journey. Give us your grace on the road that we might serve our
neighbors with joy; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

BLESSING

P God, who gives life to all things and frees us from despair, bless you with truth and
peace. And may the holy Trinity, - one God, guide you always in faith, hope, and love.

C Amen.

CLOSING HYMN: All People That on Earth Do Dwell

All Stand & Sing
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SENDING
P Go in peace, with Christ beside you.
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE: Praise to The Lord

Dixon

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2019. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24292.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under One License #A-72463

*Thank you to our Lector, Ashley Hyman.
*Thank you to flautist, Julia Gunter.

This Week's Schedule:

Sunday, October 23rd
9:30 am - Sunday School
10:05 am — Chamber Choir in balcony
10:10 am - Church Choir in balcony
10:30 am - Worship in the Sanctuary
5:00 pm - Handbell practice
5:00 pm - HCY meets
6:00 pm - Choir practice

Monday, October 24th
7:00 pm - Book Club Meets (in person and on Zoom)

Wednesday, October 26th
4:00 pm - Faith Formation Video posted
6:45 pm - Women's Bible Study
7:00 pm - Chamber Choir

Saturday, October 29th
4:00 - 6:00 pm - Trunk or Treat
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Trunk or Treat

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 29
4:00- 6:00PM
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l&@ Holy Comforter
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""Journeying through faith in a joyful, safe community, welcoming and serving
Belmont and beyond."

Our core values are: Embrace, Grow, Connect, and Give
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Lutheran Church of the Holy Comforter
216 N. Main Street  Belmont, NC 28012 704-825-2483
holycomforter@gmail.com

Church Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30 am - 2:00 pm

Micah Kearney, Pastor - email: mkearney@holyc.org
Beka Forst, Deacon of Discipleship - email: rforst@holyc.org
Greg Cline, Organist /Choirmaster
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