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4th 5unc]ay after Fcntccost

WELCOME/GATHERING
PRELUDE: My Hope is Built Wold

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.
L Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, who greets us in this and every season,
whose word never fails, whose promise is sure.
C Amen.
L Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of our neighbors.

Silence is kept for reflection.

L Merciful God,

C We confess that we have sinned. We have failed to be honest. We have lacked
the courage to speak. We have spoken falsely. We have hurt our community. We
have squandered your blessings. We have hoarded your bounty. In the name of
Jesus, forgive us and grant us your mercy.

L God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. God offers boundless grace when we fail.

Claim the gift of God’s mercy: you are freed and forgiven in the name of = Jesus Christ.
C Amen.



GATHERING SONG: How Firm a Foundation All Stand & Sing
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1  How firm a foun - da - tion, O saints of the Lord,

2 “Fear not, I am with you, oh, be not dis - mayed,
3 “When through fi - 'ty tri - als your path - way shall lie,
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Text: I. Rippon, A Selection of Hvmns, 1787, alt.
Music: FOUNDATION, Early American




GREETING
L Siblings in Christ, beloved children of God: grace, mercy, and peace be with you all.
C And also with you.
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In peace, in peace,let us pray to the Lord.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

L Teach us, good Lord God, to serve you as you deserve, to give and not to count the
cost, to fight and not to heed the wounds, to toil and not to seek for rest, to labor and not
to ask for reward, except that of knowing that we do your will, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

CHILDREN’S SERMON
We invite children to come forward for a children’s message before moving to children’s
church.



FIRST READING Jeremiah 20:7-13
A reading from the twentieth chapter of Jeremiah.

Jeremiah accuses God of forcing him into a ministry that brings him only contempt and
persecution. Yet Jeremiah is confident that God will be a strong protector against his
enemies and commits his life into God’s hands.

0 Lorb, you have enticed me, and | was enticed; you have overpowered me, and you
have prevailed. | have become a laughingstock all day long; everyone mocks me. 8For
whenever | speak, | must cry out, I must shout, “Violence and destruction!” For the word
of the LORD has become for me a reproach and derision all day long. °If I say, “I will not
mention him, or speak any more in his name,” then within me there is something like a
burning fire shut up in my bones; | am weary with holding it in, and | cannot. '°For | hear
many whispering: “Terror is all around! Denounce him! Let us denounce him!”” All my
close friends are watching for me to stumble. “Perhaps he can be enticed, and we can
prevail against him, and take our revenge on him.” 'But the LORD is with me like a dread
warrior; therefore my persecutors will stumble, and they will not prevail. They will be
greatly shamed, for they will not succeed. Their eternal dishonor will never be forgotten.
120 Lorb of hosts, you test the righteous, you see the heart and the mind; let me see your
retribution upon them, for to you I have committed my cause. *Sing to the LORD; praise
the LoORD! For he has delivered the life of the needy from the hands of evildoers.

L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING Romans 6:1b-11
A reading from Romans, the sixth chapter.

In baptism we were incorporated into the reality of Christ’s death and resurrection. We
have been made new in Christ through his death and resurrection to live freed from sin.

Should we continue in sin in order that grace may abound? By no means! How can we
who died to sin go on living in it? Do you not know that all of us who have been
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? “Therefore we have been buried
with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the
glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.

®For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united
with him in a resurrection like his. ®*We know that our old self was crucified with him so
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that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. "For
whoever has died is freed from sin. 8But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we
will also live with him. ®*We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die
again; death no longer has dominion over him. °The death he died, he died to sin, once
for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. *'So you also must consider yourselves dead
to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.

L  The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL VERSE All Stand & Sing
A u 4 Congregation:
Gt p— — =— %  — I
T 'iT.ll. ? l;' : I 1 N LY ] I I I} a{ -‘l »
EG: e "—"E
Al-le -lu - ia, al-le-1lu - ia, Lord to whom shall we
h “ &. 1 —
\f gpdliee | 1 ] 1 | | [] ] I
o — ' 3
[0 rJ < —17
QJ \_/
go? You have the words of e - ter - nal
ﬂ “ ﬂ. | ===
)7 A - TN 7] 1 | [ —— FA |
AL 1 af ] [ 1 —= 1 1 r {
Ll kid [] 1 | | | ] 1 ~ L} | )
N d- ‘ . d 1 Gl :J AN |
)] N ~—~—
life Al-le - lu L & ia!
GOSPEL Matthew 10:24-39

L  The holy gospel according to St. Matthew, the tenth chapter.
C Glorytoyou, O Lord.

Jesus warns his disciples that their ministry in his name will meet with opposition.
However, he assures them that they need not fear for the truth will come to light. Life is
found in Christ.

[Jesus said to the twelve:] *“A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above the
master; it is enough for the disciple to be like the teacher, and the slave like the master.
If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign
those of his household! 25“So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will not
be uncovered, and nothing secret that will not become known. 2’What | say to you in the
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dark, tell in the light; and what you hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops. 2Do
not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy
both soul and body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them
will fall to the ground apart from your Father. *°And even the hairs of your head are all
counted. *'So do not be afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows.

82“Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also will acknowledge
before my Father in heaven; 33but whoever denies me before others, | also will deny
before my Father in heaven. **“Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth;
| have not come to bring peace, but a sword. 3For | have come to set a man against his
father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-
law: 3®and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household. 3"Whoever loves father
or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever loves son or daughter more
than me is not worthy of me; 3and whoever does not take up the cross and follow me is
not worthy of me. **Those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for
my sake will find it.”

L  The gospel of the Lord.
C  Praise to you, O Christ.

Congregation is seated.
SERMON . .. Deacon Beka

Silence is kept for reflection.



OF THE DAY:: Before the Waters Nourished Earth All Stand & Sing
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Text: Jeannette M. Lindholm, b. 1961
Music: ST. COLUMBA, Irish melody

Text © 1996 Jeannette M. Lindholm. admin. Augsburg Fortress



APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Trusting in God’s abundant mercy, let us offer our prayers for a world in need.

A brief silence.
You entice your church to speak truth that challenges false notions of peace. Prevail upon
us with the good news of Christ’s death and resurrection, that we are compelled to share
the gospel with all the world. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Under your watch not even a sparrow goes unnoticed. Safeguard plant and animal
habitats threatened by melting glaciers, rising oceans, and receding coastlines. Amplify
the voices of those calling for responsible stewardship of the earth’s resources. God, in
your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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Our world is enduring violence and destruction. Rescue your people in nations
experiencing conflict or crisis. Thwart the efforts of those who sow chaos and terror, and
guide those working to bring about peace and reconciliation. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

You have counted even the hairs of our heads. Reassure anyone experiencing poverty,
homelessness, unemployment, or exploitation that every life has value. Look favorably
upon all who struggle. Answer us, for your steadfast love is good. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Even when we experience rejection your love invites us to new life. Lift up anyone who
feels shunned or excluded on account of their gender, race, sexual orientation, gender
identity, national origin, or any other human distinction. Make your people one. God, in
your mercy,

hear our prayer.

All who have died with Christ also live with him. We give thanks for all the saints whose
faithful confession inspired our own discipleship, and raise us, with them, to eternal life.
God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Receive our prayers and answer us, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

PEACE
L  The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM: Ten Thousand Reasons Church Choir
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OFFERTORY RESPONSE: As the Grains of Wheat All Stand & Sing

Refrain
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may we share the  pres - ence  of your love.
all cre - a - tion shares this feast with you.

Text: Didache, 2nd cent.; Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Music: AS THE GRAINS, Marty Haugen
Text and music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

OFFERING PRAYER

L Letus pray.

C God of field and forest, sea and sky, you are the giver of all good things. Sustain
us with these gifts of your creation, and multiply your graciousness in us, that the
world may be fed with your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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DIALOGUE
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

L ... and in whom we live, Jesus Christ.
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LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

L  All people are called to Christ’s table. Come, eat what is good.

C Thanks be to God.

COMMUNION

During communion the congregation is invited forward by rows, beginning in the back,
and will receive the bread and wine at the front of the aisle. You may return to your pew
to eat and drink, and place the cups in the bin in your pew.

LAMB OF GOD All Sing
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MUSIC DURING COMMUNION: Children of the Heavenly Father All Sing
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Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832—1903; tr. Ernst W. Olson, 1870-1958
Music: TRYGGARE KAN INGEN VARA, Swedish folk tune
Text © 1925 Board of Publication, Lutheran Church in America, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
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L  The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his

grace.
C Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

L Letus pray.

C We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have received at your
banquet table. Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world, through the
one who is our dearest treasure, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

BLESSING
L The God who calls across the cosmos and speaks in the smallest seed + bless, keep,

and sustain you now and to the end of the age.
C Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN: O Jesus, | Have Promised All Stand & Sing
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2 Oh, let me feel you near me; the world is ev - er near.
3 Oh, let me hear you speak-ing in ac - cents clear and still
4 O Je - sus, you have prom-ised to all who fol-low you
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Text: John E. Bode, 1816—1874, alt.
Music: MUNICH, Neuvermehrtes Gesangbuch, Meiningen, 1693
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SENDING

L Go in peace. Share the harvest.
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE: Fanfare Rumsey

*Special thanks to our Lector, Jodi Nerret.

* Special thanks to our flutist, Julia Gunter.

* The altar flowers were given by Rochelle Potter in memory of Perri Kirkland, Rochelle
Potter’s dad.

This Weeks Schedule:
Sunday, June 25t

10:10 am — Church Choir
10:30 am — Worship

Monday, June 26%
7:00 pm — Book Club

Tuesday, June 27t
7:00 pm — Nar-Anon Meeting

Thursday, June 29t
7:30 am — Bountiful Blessings volunteer time

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2019. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24292.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under One License #A-72463
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Meet the Dwelling Travelers!

Holy Comforter is excited to send a group of nine students and
adults to the Dwelling this summer! July 23rd to 28th, our group
will spend time learning about homelessness while serving the
community of Winston-Salem. We are spotlighting the travelers
over the upcoming weeks.

Hello! My name is Mallory Morton. | am a junior at UNC
Charlotte studying theatre arts education, intending to be a theatre
teacher! I’ve been attending Holy Comforter since the womb and
am now the nursery attendant. (A big shoutout to all my cool kiddos who come hang out

with me every week) | love to take walks with my dog, read, and thrift. This will be my
second time going to The Dwelling, and knowing what an unforgettable experience it is, |
am excited to see our youth learn new things and thrive like I know they will!

:&@Holy Comforter

Lutheran Church of the Holy Comforter
216 N. Main Street  Belmont, NC 28012 704-825-2483
holycomforter@gmail.com

Church Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30 am - 1:30 pm

Micah Kearney, Pastor - email: mkearney@holyc.org
Beka Forst, Deacon of Discipleship - email: rforst@holyc.org
Greg Cline, Organist /Choirmaster
Chelsea Spicer, Office Manager

20


mailto:holycomforter@gmail.com

