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WELCOME/GATHERING
PRELUDE: Variationon The AshGrove............. .. .. Schulz

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross in remembrance of baptism
as the presiding minister begins:
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, full of compassion and mercy, abounding in
steadfast love.
C Amen.
P Trusting God’s promise of forgiveness, let us confess our sin against God and one
another.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.
P Eternal God our creator,
C inyou we live and move and have our being. Look upon us, your children, the
work of your hands. Forgive us all our offenses, and cleanse us from proud thoughts
and empty desires. By your grace draw us near to you, our refuge and our strength;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
P Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ. God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit given to us.
In the mercy of almighty God, Christ died for us while we still were sinners; and for his
sake, God *+ forgives you all your sins.
C Amen.



GATHERING SONG: O God of Every Nation . .................

1. O God of every nation, of ev’ry race and land,
redeem your whole creation with your almighty hand,;
where hate and fear divide us and bitter threats are hurled,
in love and mercy guide us and heal our strife-torn world.

2. From search for wealth and power and scorn of truth and right,
From trust in bombs that shower destruction through the night,
From pride of race and station and blindness to your way,
Deliver ev’ry nation, eternal God, we pray.

3. Lord, strengthen all who labor that all may find release
from fear of rattling saber, from dread of war’s increase;
when hope and courage falter, Lord, let your voice be heard;
with faith that none can alter, your servants undergird.

4. Keep bright in us the vision of days when war shall cease,
when hatred and division give way to love and peace,
till dawns the morning glorious when truth and love shall reign,
and Christ shall rule victorious o’er all the world’s domain.

Texu: Williara W, Reid Jr. b, 1923

Music: LLANGLOFFAN, Welsh wne, 19th cem.

Tex1 & 1958, ren. 1986 The Hymn Society. admin. Hope Publisbing Company, Carol Stream, 1. 60188
All rights ceserved. tsed by permission.

GREETING

All Stand & Sing

P Sisters and brothers in Christ, beloved children of God: grace, mercy, and peace be

with you all.
C And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Let us pray.

O God, you direct our lives by your grace, and your words of justice and mercy reshape
the world. Mold us into a people who welcome your word and serve one another, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

Congregation is seated and are invited to
sing “Jesus Loves Me” as the children come forward.

CHILDREN’S TIME

Children ages 4 to 8 years-old are invited to go to the Education building for a
20-minute (or so) time together immediately after the Children’s sermon.
Children will return to their parents during the hymn of the day. Children birth
through 3 years-old are invited to join others their age in the nurseries.

FIRST READING Jeremiah 28:5-9
A reading from the twenty-eighth chapter of Jeremiah.

Through a symbolic action, Jeremiah insisted that Judah and all the surrounding nations
should submit to the king of Babylon. Hananiah contradicted Jeremiah, who in reply
insisted that Hananiah’s rosy prediction should not be believed until it came true. God
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confirmed the word of Jeremiah and sentenced the false prophet Hananiah to death (vv.
16-17).

>The prophet Jeremiah spoke to the prophet Hananiah in the presence of the priests and
all the people who were standing in the house of the LorD; ®and the prophet Jeremiah
said, “Amen! May the LORD do so; may the LorD fulfill the words that you have
prophesied, and bring back to this place from Babylon the vessels of the house of

the LoRD, and all the exiles. "But listen now to this word that | speak in your hearing and
in the hearing of all the people. ®The prophets who preceded you and me from ancient
times prophesied war, famine, and pestilence against many countries and great
kingdoms. °As for the prophet who prophesies peace, when the word of that prophet
comes true, then it will be known that the LORD has truly sent the prophet.”

A  The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING Romans 6:12-23
A reading from the sixth chapter of Romans.

Sin is an enslaving power that motivates us to live self-serving, disobedient lives. Sin’s
final payoff'is death. We, however, have been set free from sin’s slavery to live obediently
under God’s grace, whose end is the free gift of eternal life.

2Do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their
passions. “*No longer present your members to sin as instruments of wickedness, but
present yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life, and present
your members to God as instruments of righteousness. **For sin will have no dominion
over you, since you are not under law but under grace.

“What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no
means! °Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves,
you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of
obedience, which leads to righteousness? *’But thanks be to God that you, having once
been slaves of sin, have become obedient from the heart to the form of teaching to which
you were entrusted, *and that you, having been set free from sin, have become slaves of
righteousness. *°1 am speaking in human terms because of your natural limitations. For
just as you once presented your members as slaves to impurity and to greater and greater
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iniquity, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness for sanctification.

““When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. >*So what
advantage did you then get from the things of which you now are ashamed? The end of
those things is death. 2But now that you have been freed from sin and enslaved to God,
the advantage you get is sanctification. The end is eternal life. 2For the wages of sin is
death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

A The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL VERSE
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GOSPEL Matthew10:40-42
P The holy gospel according to St. Matthew, the tenth chapter.

C Glory toyou,

O Lord.

When Jesus sends his disciples out as missionaries, he warns them of persecution and
hardships they will face. He also promises to reward any who aid his followers and
support their ministry.

[Jesus said to the twelve:] “““Whoever welcomes you welcomes
me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent

me. ““Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will
receive a prophet’s reward; and whoever welcomes a righteous
person in the name of a righteous person will receive the reward of
the righteous; “?and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one
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of these little ones in the name of a disciple—truly I tell you, none of these will lose their

reward.”

P The gospel of the Lord.
C  Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON . .. Pastor Micah

HYMN OF THE DAY: All Are Welcome
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Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: TWO OAKS, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Called together in the Spirit’s embrace, let us pray for the mending of God’s world.

A brief silence.
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We pray for the church. For exiled Christians, oppressed churches, and all who suffer
persecution because of faith in you: deliver freedom, courage, and partners in
peacemaking. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We pray for the earth and its creatures. For sage grouse, wolverines, and all vulnerable
species; for humans and the choices we face: sustain life and guide our stewardship of all
that you have made. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We pray this week for the United States as we celebrate the founding of our nation, and
for our leaders at every level of government. Grant them wisdom and hearts for justice,
that all people may flourish.

Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We pray for those in need. For those who seek jobs, shelter, food, health, and love; for
dear ones known to us (especially): meet their need by your bountiful compassion and
our community’s action. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We pray for all who worship you today. For wise elders and curious seekers, joyful
spirits and burdened souls: give holy welcome, share tender mercies, and deepen trust in
your goodness. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We give thanks for all who have died in the faith and received the reward of the
righteous. Bless their memory among us and their life with you. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

All these things, and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your care through
Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.
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OFFERTORY ANTHEM: I'IWalkwithGod . ................ Solo/Don Robinson

OFFERTORY RESPONSE: Asthe Grainsof Wheat............. All Stand & Sing
Refrain
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Text: Didache, 2nd cent.; Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: AS THE GRAINS, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

OFFERING PRAYER

A Letus pray.

C Merciful God, you open wide your hand and satisfy the need of every living
thing. You have set this feast before us. Open our hands to receive it. Open our
hearts to embrace it. Open our lives to live it. We pray this through Christ our
Lord.

Amen.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
P ... and in whom we live, Jesus Christ.

THROUGH CHRIST
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LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
13



Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION #'/Z= dék
P Come, let us eat, for now the feast is spread. Our Lord’s body let us take together.

C Thanks be to God.

COMMUNION SONG
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COMMUNION

A cordial invitation is extended to all baptized persons to participate in the celebration of
the real presence of the Risen Christ in the Sacrament of Holy Communion.

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION: Spiritual Song Medley

Justin Koehler

Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether . .. ....... .. . All Sing
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Al-le - Iu - ia! so now bind our friend - ship up.
Al -le - lu - ia! We will serve with  faith a - new.

Text: Percy Dearmer, 1867-1936, alt.

Music: UNION SEMINARY, Harold Friedell, 1905-1958
Text © Oxford University Press 1931. Used by permission.
Music © 1957, 1985 H. W. Gray, admin. CPP/Belwin. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

P
grace.
C Amen.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A Letuspr

ay.

C Jesus Christ, host of this meal, you have given us not only this bread and cup,
but your very self, that we may feast on your great love. Filled again by these signs
of your grace, may we hunger for your reign of justice, may we thirst for your way
of peace, for you are Lord forevermore. Amen.

BLESSING

P May God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we can ask or

imagine, grant you the gifts of faith and hope. Almighty God, Father, # Son, and Holy
Spirit, bless you now and forever.

C Amen.

SENDING SONG: The Church of Christ
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Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000
Music: WAREHAM, William Knapp, 1698-1768
Text © 1971 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

DISMISSAL

A Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve.
C Thanks be to God.

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2017. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24292.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under One License #A-72463

A CORDIAL WELCOME is extended to all of our visitors on this The Fourth Sunday
after Pentecost. We pray that you will find a warm fellowship while you are among us
and that you will return home with a renewed sense of dedication to Jesus Christ. Please
sign our guest register or a visitor's card so that we can become acquainted with you. If

you are without a church home, we invite you to investigate membership in this family of
God.

CHILDREN ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP. Jesus said, “let the children come to me!”
Parents are encouraged to utilize the Kids Worship Kits found in the Narthex for older
toddlers through early elementary age. Nurseries for children (infants through 3 years
old) are located in the Education building. Let an usher know if you need assistance.

KIDS’ WORSHIP CENTER: Pick up kits as you enter for worship! Please return the
tote bag with the plastic bag of crayons, scratch pads, and pencils to the stand in the
narthex. The children may take any papers home with them.
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PRAYER REQUESTS: A notebook has been placed in the narthex for your .
prayer requests during the week. The book will be in the narthex on Sundays Oimses=
and in the church office during the week. If you wish a name to be =
added to our prayer board, please fill out a form from the prayer S

book or fill in the form on line at www.holyc.org.

® @
THE FLOWERS ON OUR ALTAR TODAY are given to the glory of God by Dianne Lail
in honor of Merritt De Nicholas’ birthday.

Those who have placed flowers on the altar may use the containers to take them
home, but please return the containers to the church.
Carmen Buell, Worship & Music

Attendance & Budget Report for Sunday, June 25, 2017:
Attendance: 139

Budget Report June 25, 2017 Year-to-Date
Offering $ 2,482.00 $ 128,662.25
Expenses $ 5.656.42 $141,207.94
Offering less Expenses ($ 3,174.42) ($ 12,545.69)
Budgeted Expenses $142,748.49
Offering less Budgeted Expenses ($ 14,086.24)
ASSISTING MINISTERS:

LECTOR: Billy Joye GREETER: Pat Long
ACOLYTES & CRUCIFERS: EUCHARIST PRESENTERS:
Volunteers Volunteers

ALTAR GUILD: (Team 2) CHILDREN’S CHURCH:
Brad Milton, Co-Captain Brandy Milton

Brandy Milton, Co-Captain

Donna Bean USHERS: Need Volunteers
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS: TELLERS: Fran Holland
Volunteers Trudy Whitener
NURSERY: (9:30-11:45 am) SOLOIST: Don Robinson

Infants: Staff; Toddlers: Volunteers
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BIRTHDAYS FOR THIS WEEK: July 2-8 R[P
July 3 Amanda Kelly

July 4 Ann Miller \ "U
July 8 Merritt De Nicholas R L ﬂ'

THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS:
Today, July 2
9:30 am Adult Sunday School
10:10 am Church Choir prep
10:30 am Worship Service with Holy Communion

Tuesday, July 4: Independence Day [ER
7:00 pm Nar-Anon
N o~

Holy Comforter is hosting Camp Agape July 17-21.
Agape is a day camp for rising 1st to rising 8th graders and is sponsored
by Agape Kure Beach Ministries.

During a day at camp the kids will participate in Bible study, crafts, games,
skits, nature time and lots of other fun activities. The kids in the 6th to 8th
grade group will participate in service projects throughout the week at
Hon Comforter as well as off-site. We must have a minimum of 6 middle school aged
kids in order to offer this expanded camp.

Registration forms are available at the back of the church or from Misty Koehler.

The cost is $130 per camper and is due at the time of registration. There is only
room for 25 campers, so register soon. The spaces will be filled on a “first come, first
served” basis. Please contact Misty if you have any questions about camp.

‘ (; July Items of the Month

s,
Peanut butter Galtines Tunha
-—— ®
Thank you for all the volunteers who donated, helped with dinner and helped with our
VBS last week. Beka Forst, Melissa Bocchino
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f{e%)uests PRAYERS FOR OUR FAMILY OF HOLY COMFORTER
Cathleen Allen Kay Holden Sherry Perry
Brenda Dabrowski Dot Holland Marguerite Shive
Shawn De Nicholas Zac Hullander Denise Taylor
Ardean Ewing Chase Lineberger Jack Tench
Ned Featherstone Holly Peche Beverly Reynolds
GREATER FAMILY OF GOD
Marsha Barr Carol Fox Jennifer Lineberger
Jeanne Bernhardt Scott Frisk Anne Murdy
Barbara Bingham Bill Hinkle Karen Wayt
Midge Cunningham Glenda Hinkle Donnie Yavelak
Karen de la Vega John McDermid
t)\ OUR SERVICEMEN
Dillon Kasmer ) / Tom Kasmer Leo Kasmer

Y.

N

Please remember these people in your prayers.
If anyone has a person who needs to be added or removed from this list,
please inform the church office.
The sign-up prayer forms are located in the narthex and online at www.holyc.org

Holy Comforter Lutheran Church
216 N. Main Street  Belmont, NC 28012 704-825-2483
holycomforter@gmail.com

SUNDAY SCHEDULE: 9:30 am Sunday School, 10:30 am The Service
Church Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 8:30 am — 3:00 pm

Micah Kearney, Pastor email: MicahKearney@gmail.com
Greg Cline, Organist /Choirmaster
Beka Forst, Director of Youth & Family Ministries
Dianne Lail, Communications/Office Manager
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