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Lutheran Church of the Holy Comforter 

●   216 N. Main Street   ●   Belmont, NC   28012   ●  May 7, 2023   ● 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 
WELCOME/GATHERING 

 

PRELUDE: Rondeau                            Mouret 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

P    Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, by whose hand we are given new birth, by 

whose speaking we are given new life. 

C   Amen. 

P   Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are welcomed, restored, and supported as 

citizens of the new creation. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. Holy God, holy 

and merciful, holy and mighty, you are the river of life, you are the everlasting 

wellspring. In mercy and might you have freed us from death and raised us with Jesus, 

the firstborn of the dead. In baptismal waters our old life is washed away, and in them we 

are born anew. 

 

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister continues. 

 

P    Glory to you for oceans and lakes, for rivers and streams. Honor to you for waters 

that wash us clean, quench our thirst, and nurture both crops and creatures. Praise to you 

for the life-giving water of baptism, the outpouring of the Spirit of the new creation. 

C   Wash away our sin and all that separates us from you. Empower our witness to 

your resurrection. Strengthen our resolve in seeking justice for all. 

P    Satisfy the world’s need through this living water. Where drought dries the earth, 

bring refreshment. Where despair prevails, grant hope. Where chaos reigns, bring peace. 

We ask this through Christ, who with you and the Spirit reigns forever. 

C    Amen 



2 

 

GATHERING SONG:  Alleluia! Jesus is Risen                              All Stand & Sing 

 
 

GREETING 

P     Siblings in Christ, beloved children of God: grace, mercy, and peace be with you all. 

C    And also with you. 
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KYRIE 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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SALUTATION 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P     Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us grace 

to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life 

with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C     Amen.          

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON  

We invite children to come forward for a children’s message before moving to children’s 

church. 

 

FIRST READING           Acts 7:55-60 

A reading from the seventh chapter of Acts. 
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Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that the 

apostles could be free to serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than distribute 

food, however. For his preaching of God’s word, he becomes the first martyr of the faith. 
 

55Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and 

Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and 

the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57But they covered their ears, and 

with a loud shout all rushed together against him. 58Then they dragged him out of the city 

and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man 

named Saul. 59While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my 

spirit.” 60Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin 

against them.” When he had said this, he died. 

 

A     The word of the Lord. 

C     Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING                                                                         1 Peter 2:2-10 

A reading from 1 Peter, the second chapter. 

 

Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are 

God’s chosen, holy people who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we 

experience through Jesus Christ. 

 
2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 

salvation—3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 4Come to him, a living stone, 

though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and 5like living 

stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer 

spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in scripture: 

“See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever 

believes in him will not be put to shame.” 7To you then who believe, he is precious; but 

for those who do not believe, “The stone that the builders rejected has become the very 

head of the corner,” 8and “A stone that makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them 

fall.” They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 9But you 

are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you 

may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous 

light. 10Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not 

received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 
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A     The word of the Lord. 

C     Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL VERSE               All Stand & Sing 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL                                                                                               John 14:1-14 

P      The holy gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter. 

C     Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As the 

one through whom God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their behalf. 

 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe 

also in me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would 

I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for 

you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be 

also. 4And you know the way to the place where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, 

“Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to 

him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through 

me. 7If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him and 

have seen him.” 

 8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said to 

him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever 

has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not 

believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do 
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not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that 

I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of 

the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the 

works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the 

Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in 

the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 
 

P       The gospel of the Lord. 

C      Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Congregation is seated. 

 

SERMON . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pastor Micah  

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY:  Come, My Way, My Truth, My Life            All Stand & Sing 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and 
all in need. 

A brief silence. 
 
God of life, strengthen your church to proclaim your gospel even in times of trouble. As 
we remember Stephen, we give thanks for diaconal ministry. Bless all deacons and 
strengthen them for their bridge-building ministry between church and world. Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Creating God, you show your steadfast love through mighty waters, towering mountains, 
verdant fields, and arid deserts. Protect the earth’s diverse habitats from the forces of 
pollution, erosion, extinction, and global warming. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Mighty God, your Spirit guides us into all truth. Give wisdom to world and local leaders 
and organizations as they begin, build, or renew relationships. Strengthen leaders and aid 
organizations in areas needing to be rebuilt following conflict, unrest, or natural disaster. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
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Loving God, you make your home among us. Abide with refugees, those experiencing 
homelessness, those fleeing war and poverty, and all who question if there is a home in 
your heart. We pray for all who are sick. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Assuring God, you accompany your people amid uncertainty and change. Uphold people 
in this community who have recently moved, changed jobs or schools, retired, or are 
going through transitions of any kind. Lead us in your ways. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Renewing God, you gather the saints at your heavenly banquet. We give you thanks for 
the care shown us by those who have gone before us. Grant confidence and comfort for 
all awaiting the place you have prepared. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you, 
almighty and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
Amen. 

 

 

PEACE 

P      The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C     And also with you. 

 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM:  Amazing Grace                             Church Choir
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OFFERTORY RESPONSE:  Making Their Way             All Stand & Sing 

 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 

P     Let us pray. 

C     Generous God, in this meal you offer your very self. We give thanks for these 

gifts of the earth. In the breaking of this bread reveal to us the Risen One. In the 

pouring of this wine pour us out in service to the world; through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
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DIALOGUE 

 

 

PREFACE 

P     …we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

P     … and in whom we live, Jesus Christ. 
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LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

  who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P     Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you. 

C    Thanks be to God. 

 

 

COMMUNION 

During communion the congregation is invited forward by rows, beginning in the back, 

and will receive the bread and wine at the front of the aisle. You may return to your pew 

to eat and drink, and place the cups in the bin in your pew. 

 

 

LAMB OF GOD        All Sing 

 

LAMB OF GOD………………………………………………………………All Sing 
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MUSIC DURING COMMUNION: I Received the Living God                          All Sing 

 
 

 

 

LAMB OF GOD………………………………………………………………All Sing 
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P      The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his   

         grace. 

C     Amen. 

 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A     Let us pray. 

C    Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. With your word 

and this meal of grace, you have nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show 

your love and serve the world in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

 

KEARNEY FAMILY SABBITICAL BLESSING  

 

 

THE BLESSING RIDDLE                  All Sing 
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BLESSING  

P    The God of all, who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of the 

Holy Spirit to live in the new creation. 

C     Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN: I Know that My Redeemer Lives!                            All Stand & Sing 

 
 

SENDING 

P    Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 

C   Thanks be to God. 
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POSTLUDE:  The Rejoicing                                                                                  Callahan 

 

*Special thanks to our Lector and Flutist, Julia Gunter. 

* The altar flowers were given for Erin Cassels birthday from Mom and Tyler. 

 

 

This Weeks Schedule:  

Sunday, May 7th    

9:30 am – Sunday School 

10:10 am – Church Choir 

10:30 am  – Congregational Meeting 

10:30 am – Worship  

12:00 pm  – Church Council Meeting 

5:00 pm  – HCY 

6:00 pm – Church Choir Practice 

 

Tuesday, May 9th  

7:00pm  – Nar-Anon Meeting 

7:00 pm  – Small Group 2 

 

Thursday, May 11th   

10:30 am – Prime Timers 

 

*Sunday, May 7th is the last Sunday School and HCY before summer break* 

 

 

Meet the Dwelling Travelers! 

Holy Comforter is excited to send a group of nine students and adults to the Dwelling this 

summer! July 23rd to 28th, our group will spend time learning about homelessness while 

serving the community of Winston-Salem. We are spotlighting each student over the 

upcoming months.  

 

Hi, I am Mason Morton and I have been at Holy Comforter 

since I was born. I am currently active in church and youth 

group. I am in 6th Grade student at Gaston Christian 

School. I enjoy playing with my dog Zucker, going on 

walks and acting. I was in a school play called A Christmas  

Carol: A Live Radio Play last November. I am really 

excited to go on this trip to have a new experience and 

make new friends. 
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"Journeying through faith in a joyful, safe community, welcoming and serving 

Belmont and beyond." 

 

Our core values are: Embrace, Grow, Connect, and Give 
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Lutheran Church of the Holy Comforter 

216 N. Main Street      Belmont, NC   28012     704-825-2483      

holycomforter@gmail.com 
 

Church Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30 am - 1:30 pm 
 

Micah Kearney, Pastor - email: mkearney@holyc.org 

Beka Forst, Deacon of Discipleship - email: rforst@holyc.org 

Greg Cline, Organist /Choirmaster 

Chelsea Spicer, Office Manager 
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