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WELCOME/GATHERING
PRELUDE: Let Us Ever Walk With Jesus Manz

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding

minister begins.
L Blessed be God, the one who forms us, +F Jesus who bears the cross, the Spirit who
makes our joy complete.
C Amen.
L Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

L Steadfast and faithful God,
C you have revealed the ways of justice, yet we fail to follow you. We are
overwhelmed by the world’s violence and suffering. We are afraid to risk what we
have for the sake of others. For the harm we have caused, known and unknown,
forgive us. For the unjust demands we place on others and your creation, forgive us.
For the ways we turn away from you and our neighbor, forgive us. Lead us back to
you and set us on the right path; in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

L Beloved in Christ,

God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding. God’s compassion is beyond compare.
In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us. In ++ Christ, you are already and
always forgiven.

C Amen.



GATHERING SONG: All Are Welcome

Stand & Sing
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I Let us build a house where love can dwell and all can safe - ly
2 Let us build a house where proph-ets speak, and words are strong and
3 lLet us build a house where love is found in wa - ter, wine and
4 Let us build a house where hands will reach be - yond the wood and
5 Let us build a house where all are named, their songs and vi - sions
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dream God’s reign a new. Here the cross shall stand as
peace and jus - tice meet. Here the love of God, through
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words with in the Word. Built of tears and cries and
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vi - sions, rock of faith and vault of grace; here the love  of
wit - ness and as sym - bol of God’s grace; here as one we
Je - sus, 1s re - vealed in time and space; as we share in
strang -er bear the im - age of God’s face; let us bring an
laugh-ter, prayers of faith and songs of  grace, let this house pro-
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Christ shall end di - vi - sions:
claim the faith of Je - sus:
Christ the feast that frees us: All are wel - come,
end to fear and dan - ger:
claim from floor to raf - fter:
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all are wel-come, all are wel - come in this place.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: TWO OAKS, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc.. 7404 S. Mason Ave.. Chicago, TL. 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
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PRESENTATION FOR HOLY BAPTISM

God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the
sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death and
raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one body
of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission for the life
of the world.

The presiding minister:
Dylan Porter, called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you
desire to be baptized into Christ?

Response:
| do.

The presiding minister addresses the assembly:

People of God, do you promise to support Dylan by praying for him in his new life in
Christ?

C Wedo.

PROFESSION OF FAITH
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the
church.

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
C | renounce them.

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
C I renounce them.

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
C I renounce them.

P Do you believe in God the Father?

C 1 believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

C | believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
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born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

P Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
C 1 believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

O©TvOmo

P Blessed are you, O God, maker and ruler of all things. Your voice thundered over the
waters at creation. You water the mountains and send springs into the valleys to refresh
and satisfy all living things.

Through the waters of the flood you carried those in the ark to safety. Through the sea
you led your people Israel from slavery to freedom. In the wilderness you nourished them
with water from the rock, and you brought them across the river Jordan to the promised
land.

By the baptism of his death and resurrection, your Son Jesus has carried us to safety and
freedom. The floods shall not overwhelm us, and the deep shall not swallow us up, for
Christ has brought us over to the land of promise. He sends us to make disciples,
baptizing in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.



Pour out your Holy Spirit; wash away sin in this cleansing water; clothe the baptized with
Christ; and claim your daughters and sons, no longer slave and free, no longer male and
female, but one with all the baptized in Christ Jesus, who lives and reigns with you in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

The assembly may be seated.
BAPTISM
P Dylan Porter, | baptize you in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
C You belong to Christ, in whom you have been baptized. Alleluia.

P Sustain Dylan with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the
Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever.

C Amen.

P Dylan Porter, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with
the cross of Christ forever.
C Amen.

WELCOME
A Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify
your Father in heaven.

A Let us welcome the newly baptized.

C We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: join us
in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative and redeeming word
to all the world.

GREETING
L Siblings in Christ, beloved children of God: grace, mercy, and peace be with you all.
C And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

L Letus pray.

Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the inspiration of your
Spirit to know those things that are right, and by your merciful guidance, help us to do
them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

FIRST READING Isaiah 5:1-7
A reading from the fifth chapter of Isaiah.

The prophet sings a sad, parable-like love song about the relationship between God and
Israel. In this song Israel is compared to a promising vineyard. Despite God’s loving
care, the vineyard that is Israel has brought forth “wild grapes” of injustice and distress,
when fine grapes of justice and righteousness were expected.

!Let me sing for my beloved my love-song concerning his vineyard: My beloved had a
vineyard on a very fertile hill. 2He dug it and cleared it of stones, and planted it with
choice vines; he built a watchtower in the midst of it, and hewed out a wine vat in it; he
expected it to yield grapes, but it yielded wild grapes.
3And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of Judah, judge between me and my
vineyard. “What more was there to do for my vineyard that | have not done in it? When |
expected it to yield grapes, why did it yield wild grapes? >And now | will tell you what |
will do to my vineyard. | will remove its hedge, and it shall be devoured; I will break
down its wall, and it shall be trampled down. 81 will make it a waste; it shall not be
pruned or hoed, and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; I will also command the
clouds that they rain no rain upon it.

"For the vineyard of the LoRD of hosts is the house of Israel, and the people of Judah are
his pleasant planting; he expected justice, but saw bloodshed; righteousness, but heard a
cry!

L  The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING Philippians 3:4b-14
A reading from Philippians, the third chapter.



Paul reviews some of his supposed credentials, which no longer have any bearing in
comparison to the right relationship he has been given through the death of Christ. The
power of Christ’s resurrection motivates him to press on toward the ultimate goal,
eternal life with Christ.

[Paul writes:] *°If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have

more: >circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of
Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; ®as to zeal, a persecutor
of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless.

"Yet whatever gains | had, these | have come to regard as loss because of Christ. 8More
than that, | regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ
Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and | regard them as
rubbish, in order that | may gain Christ ®and be found in him, not having a righteousness
of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the
righteousness from God based on faith. °I want to know Christ and the power of his
resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, %if
somehow | may attain the resurrection from the dead.

12Not that | have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on
to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. **Beloved, | do not
consider that | have made it my own; but this one thing | do: forgetting what lies behind
and straining forward to what lies ahead, **I press on toward the goal for the prize of the
heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.

L  The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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Congregation: -
9 gu.## —=—1 = Y f 1 r‘ﬁu"l—
:@ ——F ——1 0 At ' s — 70—
T T :
Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-1Iu - ia, Lord to whom shall we
N _4 '&. | N Rt | .
|V TINLE. ) | [l I 1 = [] 1 I
:@ ——* f Yt 4 Y I I ; b
— =
u \-l—/
go? You have the words of € - ter - nal
O s — :
A 1 o] I 1 i — i i r i [’-i )
|l il ] 1 | | | 1 1 ~ 1*
= =0 e e e 3 1
J] \_/ ~——
life Al-le - lu - fal



GOSPEL Matthew 21:33-46

L  The holy gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter.

C Glorytoyou, O Lord.

Jesus tells a parable to the religious leaders who are plotting his death, revealing that
their plans will, ironically, bring about the fulfillment of scripture.

[Jesus said to the people:] **“Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who
planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower.
Then he leased it to tenants and went to another country. **When the harvest time had
come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. **But the tenants seized his
slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. **Again he sent other slaves,
more than the first; and they treated them in the same way. *’Finally he sent his son to
them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.” 38But when the tenants saw the son, they said to
themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.” *So they
seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. “*Now when the owner of the
vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” *'They said to him, “He will put those
wretches to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him
the produce at the harvest time.”

#Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: ‘The stone that the
builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing
in our eyes’? “*Therefore | tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and
given to a people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. **The one who falls on this
stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.” *°*When the
chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was speaking
about them. 46 They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they
regarded him as a prophet.

L  The gospel of the Lord.
C  Praise to you, O Christ.

Congregation is seated.
SERMON . .. Pastor Micah

Silence is kept for reflection.



HYMN OF THE DAY:: Blest Be the Tie That Binds All Stand & Sing
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1 Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Chris - tian  love;
2 Be - fore our Fa - ther’s throne we pour our ar - dent prayers;
3 We share our mu - tual woes, our mu - tual bur - dens bear,
4 From sor - row, toil, and pain, and sin we  shall be free;
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our fears, our hopes,our aims are one, our com-forts and our cares.
and of - ten for each oth - er flows the sym - pa - thiz-ing tear.

and per - fect love and friend-ship reign through all e - ter - ni - ty.
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Text: John Fawcett, 1740-1817, alt.
Music: DENNIS, Johann G. Nageli, 1773-1836, adapt.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Trusting in the transformative power of God’s loving Spirit, let us pray for the church,
the world, and all in need.

A brief silence.
God of all grace, you are the source of life and joy. Strengthen the resolve of your church
throughout the world, that together we press on toward the goal of your heavenly call in
Jesus Christ. Support Dylan in his new life in you, that your light may shine through him.
God of grace,
hear our prayer.
God of all creation, you plant and nourish the earth as your own precious vineyard. Bless
fields and orchards and the hands of those who labor in them, that your people are fed
with an abundant harvest of good fruit. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
God of all the earth, you desire peace and justice between nations and peoples. Guide
leaders of nations, states, provinces, and cities, that they faithfully govern your people
with wisdom, integrity, and compassion. God of grace,
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hear our prayer.

God of all compassion, in Christ, you lovingly poured yourself out like wine for your
people. Have mercy on all who mourn, who struggle with their mental health, who cry
out for justice, who hunger, and all in any need. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God of all steadfastness, you set Christ as the cornerstone and foundation of the church.
Build up this congregation as living stones, that it stands in the community as a witness to
your enduring faithfulness and love. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God of all hope, the saints who came before us lived and died with their hearts fixed on
you. We give you thanks for their faithful witness, and we wait with hope for the great
day when we join their voices in praise. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Gracious God, into your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
unending love and amazing grace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.

PEACE
L  The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM: It is Well With My Soul Handbell Choir
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OFFERTORY RESPONSE: As the Grains of Wheat

All Stand & Sing
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2 Let this be a fore-taste of all that is to come when
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may we share the pres - ence  of your love.
all cre - a - tion shares this feast with you.

OFFERING PRAYER
L Letus pray.

C God of power, God of plenty, all things belong to you. We bring your gifts to
the table, that all might be fed. Form us into the body of your Beloved, Jesus Christ,

our Savior. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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DIALOGUE
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PREFACE
L ...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
L ... and in whom we live, Jesus Christ.
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LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

L Jesus invites you to this table. Come, eat and live.

C Thanks be to God.

COMMUNION

During communion the congregation is invited forward by rows, beginning in the back,
and will receive the bread and wine at the front of the aisle. You may either eat and drink
then, or return to your seat to do so, and place the cups in the bin in your pew.

L  The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his

grace.
C Amen.
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LAMB OF GOD... oot All Sing
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MUSIC DURING COMMUNION Although I Speak with Angel’s Tongue All Sing
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1 Al - though I speak with an - gel’s tongue, my faith, my
2 For love is pa - tient, love is kind, and nev - er
3 For now we peer at dark-ened glass; our vi - sions
4 The gifts are man - y, the Bod -y one, and in - to
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knowl-edge all sur - pass, but have no love, my gifts are
vain with boast - ing pride; love bears all things, all things en
end; our tongues all cease. In part we know, in part now
one are all bap - tized. Be - lov - ed, share  one heart, one
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vain as  clang - ing gong or blar - ing brass.
dures. All  things must end; love  will a - bide.
see: then we  will see love face to face.
mind, one hope, one faith, one love in Christ.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

L Letus pray.

Text: Andrew Donaldson, b. 1951
Music: O WALY WALY, English traditional
aldson.

Text © 1995 Andrew Don:

C Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your Word, Christ Jesus,
the joy and delight of our hearts. Strengthened by this food, send us to gather the
world to your banquet, where none are left out and all are satisfied. In Jesus’ name

we pray. Amen.

BLESSING

L The God of glory,  Jesus Christ, name above all names, and the Spirit who lives in
you, bless you now and forever.

C Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN: All Creatures, Worship God Most High!

Stand & Sing
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2 Sing, broth - er wind; with clouds and rain you grow the gifts of fruit and
3 Sing, broth - er fire, so mirth-ful, strong; drive far the shad-ows,join the
4 All who for love of God for-give, all who in pain or sor-row
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throng: Al-le - Iu - ia! Al-le - Iu - ia! Dear moth - er earth, so rich in
grieve: Al-le - Iu - ia! Al-le - Iu - ia! Christ bears your bur-dens and your
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Iu - ia, al-le - lu - ia, al-le - lu - ia, al-le - lu ia!
Text: Francis of Assisi, 1182-1226; tr. composite
Music: LASST UNS ERFREUEN, Geistliche Kirchengesiinge, Kéln, 1623
Text © 1997 Augsburg Fortress.
SENDING
L Goinpeace. God is at work in you.
C Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE: Tuba Tune in D Major C.S. Lang

*Thank you to our lector, Anne Reese, and our Flutist, Julia Gunter.

*The altar flowers were given by Will and Katie Howard in honor of Jeff Howard’s
birthday, and Shelia Kelly in honor of Tim Kelly’s birthday.

17



This Weeks Schedule:

Sunday, October 8t
9:30 am — Sunday School
9:45 am — Handbells
10:10 am — Church Choir
10:30 am — Worship

12:00 pm — Church Council Meeting

4:00 pm —Kid’s Club

4:00 pm — Small Group 1
5:00 pm — Adult Handbells
5:00 pm — HCY

6:00 pm — Church Choir

Monday, October 9th
7:00 pm — Fall Book Club

Tuesday, October 10t
7:00 pm — Nar-Anon Meeting
7:00 pm — Small Group 2

Wednesday, October 11t
6:45pm — Women’s Bible Study
7:00 pm — Chamber Choir

Thursday, October 12t
10:30 am — Prime Timers
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‘L&éﬂoly Comforter

""Journeying through faith in a joyful, safe community, welcoming and serving
Belmont and beyond."
Our core values are: Embrace, Grow, Connect, and Give
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Lutheran Church of the Holy Comforter
216 N. Main Street  Belmont, NC 28012  704-825-2483
holycomforter@gmail.com

Church Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30 am - 1:30 pm

Micah Kearney, Pastor — email: mkearney@holyc.org
Beka Forst, Deacon of Discipleship - email: rforst@holyc.org
Greg Cline, Organist /Choirmaster
Chelsea Spicer, Office Manager

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2019. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24292

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Reprinted by permission under One License #A-72463
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