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October Newsletter

Worship with us Sundays at 10:30 am.
Each 10:30 am service is livestreamed on YouTube for those that are unable to join
us in person.

Click Here to Find Our Worship
Services

>\ FROM THE
z PASTOR

Church Office Hours:
Monday - Friday: 8:30 am - 1:30 pm

Micah Kearney, Pastor
mkearney@holyc.org

Beka Forst, Deacon of Discipleship
rforst@holyc.org

1 ¢
Pastor
Courtney Strickland, Office Manager Micah Kearney

Greg Cline, Organist /Choirmaster
gclinea440@aol.com

| had written a different
newsletter article, and then
Hurricane Helene came through
and caused unprecedented (are
you as tired of that word being


https://www.youtube.com/@HolyCBelmontNC/streams
mailto:rforst@holyc.org
mailto:gcline@holyc.org
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=469c3e19-fc0b-451d-bcec-eb6db00210e6

relevant as | am?) destruction in
the NC/TN mountains...

Read
More

October Birthdays
We recognize and celebrate these
birthdays! We are thankful for the
Life and Spirit of those
we celebrate. May the blessings of
God flow in the life of each of you.

October 1 Ellen Fleming
October 1 Andres Mendez
October 2 Brad Moler

October 4 Mark Reese
October 5 Larry Siglar
October 5 Tim Wilson

October 7 Catherine Carr
October 7 Tripp Hyman
October 8 John Lee

October 10 Tim Kelly

October 10 Mike Brown
October 11 Evan Howard
October 11 Patricia Roberson
October 14 Jean Ferguson
October 14 Linda Grimsley
October 14 Stephanie Hinrichs
October 14 Jeff Howard
October 20 Mychal-Gregory Lacombe

October Monthly Gatherings:

8th Small Group @ 7:00 pm

10th Prime Timer's Bible Study @ 10:30 am
13th Church Council Meeting @ 12:00 pm
15th Christian Education @ 7:00 pm

17th Outreach Meeting @ 7:00 pm

26th Trunk or Treat 3:00 pm- 5:00 pm

27th Reformation Worship and Lunch

30th Dinner Church @ 6:30 pm

Sundays:
Adult Handbells - 9:00 am

Church Choir - 10:10 am
Worship - 10:30 am
Church Choir Rehearsal - 6:00 pm
Monday Evenings:

Fall Book Club- 7:00 pm
Wednesday Evenings:
Women's Bible Study- 6:45 pm
Chamber Choir Rehearsal- 7:00 pm
2nd & 4th Tuesdays:
Nar-Anon Meeting - 7:00 pm
1st, 2nd, & 3rd Sunday of Month:
HCY- 5:00 pm
1st & 2nd Sunday of Month:
Kid's Club- 4:00 pm



https://files.constantcontact.com/15190e53801/5df37f9f-2b9e-4c65-91ba-e9a8b5cdfdb1.pdf

October 22 Taylor Gross
October 23 Carson Potter
October 23 James Manson .‘“Oni a COﬁ‘
October 24 Renee Carpenter Cw ee
October 26 Carole Jolley
October 28 Andrew Bryant
October 30 Micah Kearney
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It always seems premature to be talking about the
Advent season in October. The reality is that our
choral and handbell ensembles begin looking at
seasonal offerings...

Read
More

COMMUNITY
@ CONCERT &

SATURDAY - OCTOBER 12th - 7:00PM

COMING UP BRASS
VARIETY BAND

HOLY COMFORTER LUTHERAN CHURCH
<H 216 N MAIN ST. BELMONT

Community Concert Details
Saturday, October 12th

We're excited for a fun night. Here are a few notes as it draws near:


https://files.constantcontact.com/15190e53801/7edd08cb-3514-4f24-845c-018f184ad6fe.pdf

e If you received a t-shirt from God's Work Our Hands, or have another Holy
Comforter shirt, we would encourage you to wear it so that our community
guests can recognize someone who can help with any questions.

Coming Up Brass takes the stage at 7:00pm outside on the lawn. We encourage
everyone to bring folding chairs/blankets.

Help Support Our Youth Ministry

Beka is enjoying her Sabbatical and we HCY and Kids Club take time to gather
look forward to welcoming her back at around the table for a meal, catch up
the end of October. on life, and laugh. Meals are important,
Jesus did so much ministry around
meals.

Supporting our young disciples can
look like providing a meal on
Sundays at 5 pm.

Sign Up
Here



https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090448A4AB29AAFF2-50477035-kids#/
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OCTOB R 26TH

3:00 - 5:00 PM
COLLECTING CANDY DONATIONS
SIGN YOUR CAR UP BELOW!
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Any Questions please see Katie Howard or Amanda Kelly



https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090448A4AB29AAFF2-50481791-trunk#/

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 27TH

Immediately following worship

Come enjoy good food and fellowship!
The Pork BBQ and Chicken BBQ is being provided and
prepared by a family in our congregation.

Please bring a side dish or dessert to share, if you are able.
We would love to have everyone attend!




7 DINNER CHURCH

Enjoy an evening of fellowship!

All are welcome
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VOLUNTEERS
- NEEDED
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Children's Church

Volunteers are Needed
The children need your help!
Children's church needs one

volunteer per Sunday to teach using
scripted curriculum. The volunteer
would find our user friendly Children's
Church material in the Fellowship hall
in the yellow binder. We have plenty
of openings from now till the end of
the year.

Sign Up
Here



https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090448A4AB29AAFF2-46983144-childrens#/

SIGN UP TO BE A
WORSHIP VOLUNTEER

Volunteers are needed!

Altar flowers are the flowers that are on the altar during worship. They can be given
in honor or memory of someone and are a reminder of the resurrected Christ. Once
worship is over, you are able to collect the flowers that you sponsored. The price per
vase is $22.50 or $45 if you purchase both.

2024 Altar
Flowers

Being a Lector is an easy and important way to lead during worship. It would be most
helpful for you to sign up for a month at a time, or as much of the month as you
can. Readings will be sent to you the Monday before your Sunday.

2024 Lectors

Monthly Volunteers

Children’s Church


https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090448A4AB29AAFF2-46825117-2024#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090448A4AB29AAFF2-46825115-2024#/

Altar flowers are available to be
sponsored. If you would like to do so in
honor or memory of a loved one or to
celebrate a milestone please click the
button above.

October 6 - Will and Katie Howard: In
celebration of Mackenzie Jane's 2nd
Birthday.

October 13 -Kathy Barker: In Memory
of my mother Carol Ruth.

October 20 - Will and Katie Howard: In
Honor of Jeff Howard's Birthday.
October 27 - Carole Jolley: In Honor of
Pastor Micah for his birthday.

Sign Up
Here

October 6 - Jill Cassel

October 13 -Mason Morton
October 20 - Jennifer Kearney &
Ellie Holloway

October 27 -Mason Morton

Children's Church is available for pre-k-
5th graders every Sunday during the
readings, the Gospel, and the Sermon.
Children's church takes place in the
fellowship hall.

Sign Up
Here

R

Lectors
October 6 - William Charnock
October 13 - William Charnock
October 20 - William Charnock
October 27 - William Charnock

Sign Up
Here

Treasurer’s Report for August 2024


https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090448A4AB29AAFF2-46825117-2024#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090448A4AB29AAFF2-46983144-childrens#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090448A4AB29AAFF2-46825115-2024#/

Lutheran Church afthe Haly Comfarter Historical Financial Perspective - August 2024

T increase 3 Increase

2024 from 2023 from 20232 2023 2022
Financial Category SAmount Samount SAmount
Offerings far the Manth 20,545 1./ 5.7 0,910 19,431
Offerings Year ta Date [YTD) 204,062 169 0.4 174,631 169,455
Expenses far the Manth 23,637 0.5 13.4 29,836 26,188
EesEe G 191,837 16.3 0.7 229,296 193,270
Planned Expenses [Budget] forthe 30,279 28 903 26,222
fdanth
4.8 15.5

Budget, ¥YTD A4, 218 231,213 209,776
Annual Budget 303,342 346,819 314,604

Holy Comforter's operating deficit (expenses in excess of offering income) during
August was $9,151.98. Total giving to support Holy Comforter’s routine expenses for
the month was $20,545.37. The budget estimate of the amount needed each month
in 2024 is $30,278.50. The year-to-date deficit, through August 31, was $17,471.46.
Year-to-date spending was $20,694.55 below the amount planned in the 2024
budget. The foregoing table provides additional perspective and comparisons with
offering income, expenses and budgets in prior years.

-Warren Heller

The church calendar is updated weekly and can always be found on the church
website under the events tab. Take a look!

Church

Calendar

Holy Comforter Lutheran Church | 216 N Main St | BELMONT, NC 28012 US

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice

C Constant
Contact

Try email marketing for free today!


https://www.holyc.org/calendar.html
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice
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Grace and Peace,

| had written a different newsletter article, and then Hurricane Helene came through and
caused unprecedented (are you as tired of that word being relevant as | am?)
destruction in the NC/TN mountains, and on a smaller scale in our local communities. It
is times like these that remind us of how small and connected of a world we are, with as
much time as | have spent talking with people who have family or loved ones in areas
hit hard by the storm, coordinating between friends who have supplies to offer and
friends who work with local ministries in areas that have been devastated, and hosting
friends and family who need clean water and electricity for a bit before restocking and
heading back home to do whatever work feels right in their community at the moment.
Almost nobody has a frame of reference for what we're seeing, especially when we
think of the scope of this devastation being more than a hundred miles wide and
hundreds of miles long, encompassing multiple cities, not to mention so many quaint
mountain towns and all the rural mountain homes that can’t be reached. Hundreds of
miles away from any coastline, and a hurricane decimated communities, compromised
dams, and caused flooding that is inundating entire river basins through multiple states.
It is heartbreaking, overwhelming, and so many other words that seem inadequate to
describe how our empathy makes us feel for and about the people in the middle of the
chaos. We often don’t know what to do in the face of such things.

And, at the same time, there are so many helpers. Along with images of devastation we
are also seeing images and hearing stories of incredible work to reach out to people
affected by the storm. Stories of strangers pulling people from flooding. Stories of
neighbors getting trees off of cars, houses, and roadways, to provide access to
vulnerable people. Stories of supplies being collected and sent by churches,
businesses, organizations, and individuals in order to provide some measure of relief to
people with no water, food, or power, and no way to get out. Belmont has three of its
police officers in Asheville in order to help there. National Guard and other government
organizations and officials are helping bring supplies and aid to people in areas hit hard.
People are welcoming friends, family, and sometimes strangers into their homes, and
sharing information widely in order to help people get assistance.

People have all sorts of opinions on what to do when a crisis happens, and I’'m not
convinced there is one right answer. In large part the efforts to assist and help people in
crisis could and should happen through official channels where people have training
and experience to know where to focus help and how to use it most efficiently.
Organizations like Lutheran Disaster Response, as well as local ministries, know better
than the average person how to do this work and where the needs are. At the same
time, those places are overwhelmed and cannot handle the scope of needs that exist.
Public officials are asking people not to come to places hit hard yet, because in some



cases those helpers become people in need and use resources meant for others. But
there are also countless stories of trucks, buses, helicopters, and cars with supplies for
places in need that are sorely needed and are getting them because of individuals.

We should talk about the best ways to help, but we shouldn’t be paralyzed by the
conversation to the point of not helping. Maya Angelou has the quote that says, “Do the
best you can until you know better. Then when you know better, do better.” That's how a
lot of this relief work will look, and while we should talk about the best way to do it, we
shouldn’t be too judgmental of people who are trying to do the work.

In terms of the scope of the work, it can seem insurmountable. But for Christians there
is always hope. | have hope not because | know what the future will bring, not because |
know what this work will look like, but because | have been taught to hope. | have been
formed into a person who hopes. My faith tells me that there is always hope, even if
hope does not manifest like | want or expect it to, because we have a present, active,
and engaged God who cares about the wellbeing of all Creation, and is working to
redeem and restore it in so many ways, including through our hands. So may we open
ourselves up so that God can use us to do God’s work in this world, particularly right
now to relieve the suffering our sisters and brothers in the mountains.

Yours in Christ,
Pastor Micah
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Musical Notes...

It always seems premature to be talking about the Advent season in October. The
reality is that our choral and handbell ensembles begin looking at seasonal offerings
even in the late summer months. For the moment we would like to invite children grades
3 and up to patrticipate in a handbell ensemble. You do not have to read musical
notation, but that can be helpful. In December we will be using the beautiful Advent
evening worship liturgy with Holy Communion entitled, "Behold Our Light." This service
is led by our choir and features youth handbell accompaniment. There will be a sign up
sheet during the month of October. This ensemble is limited up to 10 ringers. Below is
the schedule for participation:

Rehearsal on Wednesdays in November 6:00 - 6:50. (No rehearsal Thanksgiving Eve)
Rehearsal on Wednesdays in December 5:30 - 6:00. Congregational dinner @
6:00...followed by worship at 6:45. Contact Greg Cline if you would need more details.

++++

Of all the acts of corporate worship probably none is more inspiring the singing of a well
trained, well disciplined choir of children. Even more inspiring is when young singers
actively participate in worship by listening, singing, and praying as full partners in the
worshiping community.

And yet singing and worship leadership of this kind have become more rare today in the
modern church. A myriad of other activities from dance, sports, scouts, and perhaps a
dozen other options now can dominate church ministry.

It is often stated that us single folk...and I'm guilty...are experts on two topics, marriage
and child rearing. Don Rotermund, editor of "Children Sing His Praise," states that
children learn far more by example than they do by lecture and that they learn most of
all by their own activity.

So we encourage children of all ages to actively participate in worship in many and
various ways. Parents, when children see adults singing with passion, it is contagious. |
have heard some mom and dads say that they don't have a voice for singing. We may
not all have a solo voice with which to earn a living...but God gave most all of us an
ability to make a "joyful noise.” So Let Us Lift Our Voice In Praise To Him At Every
Opportunity!

Greg Cline. MD, Music Director J‘ﬂ



