October Newsletter

Worship with us on Sundays at 10:30 am.
10:30 am worship is live-streamed on YouTube for those unable to join us in
person.

Click Here to Find Our Worship Services

N\ FROM THE
Church Office Hours: @; PASTOR

Monday - Friday: 9:00 am - 2:00 pm

Micah Kearney, Pastor
mkearney@holyc.org

Beka Forst, Deacon of Discipleship
rforst@holyc.org

Greg Cline, Organist /Choirmaster
gclinea440@aol.com

7 :
Pastor
Micah Kearney

Diamond Cansler, Office Manager

Each time | sit down to write one
of these | vacillate between
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mailto:gcline@holyc.org
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writing a happy-go-lucky article
focusing on the good things
happening, like our Coming Up
Brass concert, Trunk or Treat, the
visitors regularly coming to our
congregation, the folks joining our
church, the folks actively involved
in activities like Kingdom Crew,
Young Disciples, Book Club,
Men’s Breakfast, Bible Studies,
Small Groups, and more, or an
article acknowledging the weight
of the times, like political divisions
and violence, mental health
concerns, financial insecurity,
wars, and more...

October Birthdays
We recognize and celebrate these
birthdays! We are thankful for the
Life and Spirit of those
we celebrate. May the blessings
of God flow in the life of each of

you.

October 1 — Ellen Fleming
October 1 — Andres Mendez
October 2 — Brad Moler
October 4 — Mark Reese
October 5 — Larry Siglar
October 5 — Tim Wilson
October 7 — Catherine Carr
October 7 — Tripp Hyman
October 8 — John Lee
October 10 — Mike Brown
October 10 — Timothy Kelly
October 11 — Evan Howard
October 11 — Patricia Roberson
October 14 — Jean Ferguson

October Monthly Gatherings:

Sunday, October 5

e Trick or Canning

e 4:00pm — Kingdom Crew

e 5:00pm - Young Disciples
Thursday, October 9

e 10:30am — Prime Timers Bible Study
Friday, October 10

e 5:30pm — Coming Up Brass Concert
Sunday, October 12

e 12:00pm — Church Council Meeting

e 2:00pm — Kingdom Crew

e 5:00pm - Young Disciples
Tuesday, October 14

e 7:00pm — Small Group 2
Wednesday, October 15

e 7:00pm — Outreach Meeting
Sunday, October 19

e 5:00pm — Young Disciples
Tuesday, October 21

e 7:00pm — Christian Education
Saturday, October 25

e 3:00pm - 5:00pm Trunk or Treat
Wednesday, October 29

e 6:30pm — Dinner Church


https://files.constantcontact.com/15190e53801/6c1fb412-b2b4-4a8d-8dac-7c361c20d3d6.pdf

October 14 — Linda Grimsley
October 14 — Jeff Howard
October 20 — Mychal LaCombe
October 22 — Taylor Gross
October 23 — James Manson
October 23 — Carson Potter
October 24 — Renee Carpenter
October 26 — Carole Jolley
October 28 — Andrew Bryant
October 30 — Micah Kearney

Sundays:
Handbells - 9:00am

Koinonia Coffee - 9:30am
Church Choir - 10:10am
Worship - 10:30am
Choir Rehearsal - 6:00pm
2nd & 4th Tuesdays:
Nar-Anon Meeting - 7:00pm
Every Monday:

Fall Book Club - 7:00pm
Every Tuesday:
Chamber Choir 7:00pm
Every Wednesday:
Women's Bible Study - 6:45pm
Every Other Wednesday:
Men's Breakfast - 8:30am

Church Calendar



https://www.holyc.org/calendar.html

COMING UP BRASS

CONCERT

FRIDAY

BEFORE THE COMING UP
BRASS PERFORMANCE
ALL STAR HOT DOG SHACK
WILL BE HERE TO HOST

BEST HOT DOGS AND FOOD WILL START AT 5:30PM
BURGERSAROUND!  CONCERT WILL START AT 7:00PM

DINN ER CHURCH

October 29 6: 30 pm




REHERSALS WILL BE THE FIRST THREE

| e
%%\ WEDNESDAYS IN NOVEMBER

6:00PM-6:45PM

Youth Handbell Sign-Up

Do you have a student who loves
music, enjoys learning new skills, and
wants to be part of something special?

Our Youth Handbell Choir is starting
soon, and we’d love for your child to
join! No prior handbell or music
experience is required—just a
willingness to learn and have fun
together.

Sign Up Here!

Come Sing With Us!

Our church choir is more than
just music — it’s fellowship,
laughter, and lifting our voices
together in praise. Join us for
choir rehearsal on Sundays at
6:00pm and Chamber Choir on
Tuesdays at 7:00pm in the
Choir Room as we prepare
beautiful music to share in
worship

(/" Church Choir
Rehersals

Every Sunday
6:00 PM

Chamber Choir
Rehersals

Every Tuesday
7:00 PM

Hard to believe that we have to
even bring this up....but we will
begin preparation for our Mid-
Week Advent services of worship
in November. This requires
registration in October. So the



https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090448A4AB29AAFF2-58918489-youth#/
https://files.constantcontact.com/15190e53801/5bbcbe58-3038-40a7-90e5-cd7b0b5820ff.pdf

Reformation & Confirmation
Sunday

October 26, 2025
Please join us for a
Congregational Lunch
(Immediately following
worship)

Pork BBQ and Chicken

REF MATIO BBQ will be provided.
CO IR IO If you are able, please

bring your favorite side
dish (or) dessert to
compliment the meal! We
would love to have

OCTOBER26TH everyone attend!

Join Us In Faith and Fellowship
Holy Comforter Men's Breakfast
Every Wednesday 8:30am at De Coria's Bagels
Lead by Pastor Micah

HC Men's
Breakfast

De Coria's Bagels
417 E. Catawba St. Belmont

(Wednesdays, 8:30 am )

Join us for faith and )
fellowship

You're Invited: Women's Bible



Study

We would love for you to join us for a
new season of Women’s Bible Study!
This fall, we’ll be diving into Making
Room by She Reads Truth, a beautiful
study on the heart of hospitality, God’s
welcome, and how we can reflect
God's love in our everyday lives.

Whether you're brand new to Bible
study or have been part of one for
years, you'll find encouragement,
friendship, and meaningful
conversation here. Come as you are,

bring your Bible, and let’s make room
for God’s Word and each other. Join Reserve Your Book Here
us Wednesdays at 6:45 pm. Books

(V)
Cori N

are $15, you can pay online or in
person. Pay For Your Book Here

***Be sure to give to Bible Study
Books***

Come Join Our Prime Timers Bible Study!

Prime Timers is a monthly gathering of
retired friends who explore the
upcoming Sunday Gospel together,
sharing in discussion, reflection, and
prayer. It's a wonderful way to deepen
your understanding of scripture and
connect with others.

All are welcome, whether this is your
first time or you’ve been attending for
years! We are meeting on
October 9th at 10:30 am.
Come for the conversation, stay for the
fellowship.

For more information, contact
Lyn Miller.

PRIME TIMERS

BIBLE
STUDY

%& Lutheran Church of the
Holy Comforter

.

EVERY
SECOND
THURSDAY

10:30AM

Jim and Jan Buell Will Host Their Small Group Tuesday,
October 14th

Anyone interested in talk to Jim or Jan as they welcome some fresh faces.


https://form.jotform.com/252235268590157
https://onrealm.org/HolyComforterLu/-/form/give/now

In Small Groups there is time
for devotions, connection,
and prayer. Small Groups

are intended to intentionally
accompany one another,
support one another, and

share in faith together. Small
Groups meet the second
week of the month.

Contact Deacon Beka For More
Information

WANT TO JOIN-A
= NAIEIERE RO =

im,

WHAT IS A SMALL GROUP?
In Small Groups there is time for devotions, connection, and prayer. Small Groups are intended
to intentionally accompany one another, support one another, and share in faith together. Small
Groups meet the second week of the month.

(ontact Deacon Beka For More Information
rforst@holyc.org

Fall Book Club

Join us this fall as we
read Soul Boom by
Rainn Wilson! We'll
meet on Mondays at

7:00 pm for great
conversation,
community, and
connection.

Lead by Deacon Beka

Grab your costume, bring a
bag for candy, and get ready
for an evening full of fun!

Our church parking lot will be
filled with decorated trunks,
sweet treats, games, and lots
of laughter. Invite your
friends and neighbors—
everyone is welcome!

You can sign up to host a



trunk, or donate candy Let’s
make this year’s Trunk or
Treat the best one yet!

October 25th
3pm-Spm

RINK

Beka's _.
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This past month, our
church family had so
many opportunities to
serve, play, and grow
together, and in it all, we
could see God'’s presence
shining through. During
God’s Work, Our Hands
Sunday, we rolled up our
sleeves for projects that
showed love in action. A
blessing box was built.....



https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090448A4AB29AAFF2-58988304-trunk
https://files.constantcontact.com/15190e53801/a49d5029-71ca-4264-89d0-66c5b601c16f.pdf

Young

disciples

Kingdom Crew Kingdom Crew
5:00 pm “little bit of art”

Young Diciples 5:00 pm
Trick or Canning Young Diciples

October 25th

TRHCK“'

(" Octobertoth ) October 25th
3:00pm - 5:00pm

5:00pm Trunk
Young Diciples Or

Treat

Dinner Sign-Ups for Kingdom Crew & Young Disciples!

We're excited to
gather for some great
food and even better
company! If you'd like
to help provide dinner
for Kingdom Crew or
Young Disciples
gatherings, please
sign up using the link
below. Your support
means the world to
our kiddos and
leaders!



Christmas Play:

Simply

Advent Exhibit

to follow!

8 &

5pm Dec 7" 2025
Everyone is welcome!

Auditions for our annual Church Christmas Play will be held on
Sunday, October 5th, from 5:30-6:00 p.m. All children and youth are invited to
take part in this special tradition as we tell the story of Christ’s birth through drama
and music. No prior experience is needed—ijust a willing heart and a joyful spirit!

The remainder of the practice schedule goes as follow:


https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090448A4AB29AAFF2-57374602-20252026

October 12th, 2025 - 5:30-6:00 Rehearsal - full cast
October 19th, 2025 - 5:30-6:00 Rehearsal - full cast
November 2nd, 2025 - 5:30-6:00 Rehearsal - full cast
November 9th, 2025 - 5:30-6:00 Rehearsal - full cast
November 16th, 2025 - 5:30-6:00 Rehearsal - full cast
November 30th, 2025 - 4:30-TBD - Dress Rehearsal

December 7th, 2025 - 4:30 call time, 5:00 show time

Stewaship

~EATURE

Word from Brad Moler, Stewardship Committee Chair.

"We of the stewardship committee wanted to share some of the good news we
have accumulated over the past couple of months. This year has been a
tremendous step for Holy Comforter in many ways. We have begun...."

Outreach Meeting Reminder

October 16th 7:00 pm



OUTREACH
COM%MITTEE

Christian Education
Meeting

October 21st 7:00 pm

Holy Comforter Business

August Church Council Meeting

Sunday, October 12th, 12:00pm -1:00pm

August 2025 Council Minutes

We invite you to take a moment to review
the recently approved minutes from our
Council meeting.

The minutes provide a summary of our
discussions, decisions made, and action
items moving forward.



JASN =

COUNCIL

MEETING MINUTES

If you have any questions, please feel free

to contact a council member.

Council Minutes Here

Treasurer’s Report for August 2025

LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE HOLY COMFORTER - Current Financial Summary

For Month of For Year Through
August 2025 8/31/12025
Actual Offering $30,660.67 $226,134.59
Actual Expanses 2768500 237.852.38
Actual Offering less Actual Expenses 2897567 {11,717 .79)
Detail:
Actual Offering $30,660.67 $226,134.59
Planned Offering for Budgeted Expenses 29.591.17 23672933
Actual Offering less Planned Offering 1,069.50 10,594 74)
Expected Expenses (Budget) $29.591.17 $236,729.33
Actual Expenses 2768500 237.852.38
Budgeted Expenses less Actual Expenses 190617 {1,123 .05)
Actual Offering less Planned Offering + 297567 (11.717.79)

Budgeted Expenses less Actual Expenses”
* ercms reforances Acual Oftring less Actual Expanses abow

Cause(s) of the year to date loss:

Insufficient offerings in several earlier months,

as well as unusual expenses in April and May

Children's Church Volunteers
are Needed
The children need your help!
Children's church needs one volunteer


https://files.constantcontact.com/15190e53801/12c3b4c3-7d31-4393-a475-1647ce9fd46e.pdf

per Sunday to teach using scripted

1 : curriculum. The volunteer would find
~ . our user friendly Children's Church
‘\\ \ material in the Fellowship hall in the

CHILDREN'S yellow binder. We have plenty of

openings from now till the end of the

CHURCH year.
VOLUNTEERS

A ___ NEEDED
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Did you know ? We have a Blessing Box right here at our church! It's a simple
outdoor pantry that’'s open 24/7 with one guiding idea: “Take what you need,
leave what you can.” Inside you'll find non-perishable food, toiletries, and other
helpful items—free for anyone who could use a little extra support.

It's also a wonderful way to give back! If you'd like to help keep the Blessing
Box filled, we're always accepting donations. Together, we can make sure it's a
blessing to our whole community.



https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090448A4AB29AAFF2-54090434-childrens#/

SIGN UP TO BE A
WORSHIP VOLUNTEER

2025 Worship Volunteer Sign-Ups

Altar flowers are the flowers that are on the altar during worship. They can be
given in honor or memory of someone and are a reminder of the resurrected Christ.
Once worship is over, you are able to collect the flowers that you sponsored. The
price per vase is $30, or $60 if you purchase both.

2025 Altar Flowers

Being a Lector is an easy and important way to lead during worship. It would be
most helpful for you to sign up for a month at a time, or as much of the month as
you can. Readings will be sent to you the Monday before your Sunday.

2025 Lectors

Volunteer Schedule


https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090448A4AB29AAFF2-54090408-2025
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090448A4AB29AAFF2-54090402-2025

g
CHILDREN'S

CHURCH
7

Children’s Church

Altar flowers

Available to be sponsored. If you October 5 -

would like to do so in honor or memory October 12 -
of a loved one or to celebrate a October 19 -
milestone please click the button October 26 - Deacon Beka Forst
below..

October 5 - Shelia Kelly & Anne Children's Church is available for pre-
Reese k- 5th graders every Sunday during the
October 12 - readings, the Gospel, and the Sermon.
October 19 - Rochelle Potter Children's church takes place in the
October 26 - Barbara Manson & Anne fellowship hall.
Reese

Sign Up Here

»

=
October Lector:

William Charnock

Sign Up Here

October Teller Schedule:
Rochelle and Danny Potter
Note: If you can't count during your
assigned time, please ask another Teller 9 P
to count for you or Contact Shelia via text
or phone.

The church calendar is updated weekly and can always be found on the church
website under the events tab. Take a look!

Church Calendar



https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090448A4AB29AAFF2-54090408-2025#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090448A4AB29AAFF2-54090434-childrens
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Grace and peace,

Each time | sit down to write one of these | vacillate between writing a happy-go-lucky
article focusing on the good things happening, like our Coming Up Brass concert, Trunk
or Treat, the visitors regularly coming to our congregation, the folks joining our church,
the folks actively involved in activities like Kingdom Crew, Young Disciples, Book Club,
Men’s Breakfast, Bible Studies, Small Groups, and more, or an article acknowledging
the weight of the times, like political divisions and violence, mental health concerns,
financial insecurity, wars, and more. The thing is, both things are true, at exactly the
same time. There is incredible life and energy around Holy Comforter these days, with
important work helping people feel the love and grace of God in worship and community
here. That work makes a difference in people’s lives, especially when the world in
general feels tumultuous. At the same time, the world /s tumultuous. We’re experiencing
political division and violence that harkens people who experienced the Civil Rights Era
of our history back to that time. Financial disparity is at its greatest at last since just
before the Great Depression. The way we talk about groups of people, particularly those
we disagree with, are afraid of, or are wary of, has become so incendiary that
dehumanization of those not “on our side” is the norm, which allows us to mistreat them
without disregarding our morals.

| point out that both things are true at once because it is easy for us to either get
overwhelmed by the weight of the world and forget to see the good things, or to try to
live in denial of the bad and only see the good. But the whole truth includes both things
at once. Just as Lutheran theology tells us that each person is Saint and Sinner at once,
so too is the world both full of so much good, and light, and love, and grace, as well as
hatred, violence, and suffering. And just as Lutheran theology tells us that God works,
particularly in Jesus Christ, to redeem us and call us to be the best versions of
ourselves, God is at work to redeem and heal the world. Unlike the poor theology of the
Rapture where God abandons the world, we believe that Christ will one day make that
healing our whole reality, and we also believe that we experience that divine healing
along the way.

We cannot lose sight of either the good that we celebrate and cling to, or the bad that
we grieve. The good sustains us, it reminds us of God’s presence, action, and
redemption in this life, and when we see the things we grieve, it reminds us of the
places God is calling us to join in that work of making God'’s presence, action,
redemption, God’s love and grace, known in the world to others. May God give us eyes
to see both, so that we are sustained in a weary world, and then equipped to minister to
it, recognizing all people as created in God’s image and worthy of God’s love.

Yours in Christ,



Pastor Micah



Hard to believe that we have to even bring this up....but we will begin
preparation for our Mid-Week Advent services of worship in November.
This requires registration in October. So the lay-out is as follows:

Youth Handbell rehearsals will be held the first three Wednesdays in
November from 6:00pm-6:45pm.Services are the first three Wednesday
Evenings in December. There will be a sign up beginning in October for
interested youth grades 3 and up. Contact Greg Cline for more details.

Every hymn we sing has a story behind the scene. One of the most
powerful is the tune: It Is Well. The title is, "When Peace Like a River."

On the advice of the family physician, Horatio Spafford planned a European
trip for his family, for his wife's health. At the last minute he had to remain in
Chicago, but sent his wife and four daughters ahead aboard ship as
planned, intending to follow them in a few days. Their ship was struck by
another vessel on November 22, 1873, and sank within twelve minutes,
taking the lives of his four daughters. Mrs. Spafford and the other survivors
landed safely on December 1, and Spafford wrote this hymn aboard ship as
he sailed to meet her.

Greg Cline, MD (Music Director)



This past month, our church family had so many opportunities to serve, play, and grow
together, and in it all, we could see God'’s presence shining through.

During God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday, we rolled up our sleeves for projects that
showed love in action. A blessing box was built and painted, food was sorted at
SOCKS, single-use laundry packets were prepared, and the garden at Catherine’s
House was tended with care. These simple tasks, done with willing hearts, showed
God’s care for our neighbors. God’s Work Our Hands Sunday is a beautiful vision of
God’s Kingdom being built here.

Our youth joined in by distributing food to local blessing boxes, making sure shelves
were stocked for anyone in need. They also took time for joy and friendship with a pool
party and gave fresh life to our own blessing box with a bright coat of paint. In both work
and play, we could see God’s joy, fun, and faithfulness at work among them.

Kingdom Crew reminded us that faith can be fun, too. We shared jokes with one
another, echoing the laughter of Sarah when she learned surprising news from God.
Guided by our amazing Crew Leaders, Amanda Kelly and Danielle Ratliff, the kids
experienced both silliness and faith woven together.

We also gathered around the table twice this month for shared meals. The Ramsey
family loved us with pizza, salad, and cookies. The Kearney family loved us with cheese
ravioli, salad, and Rice Krispies treats. Gathering for a meal reminds us how food and
fellowship go hand in hand. These dinners weren’t just about eating; they were
moments of community, of being fed in body and spirit. Food fills our bellies, and friends
nourish our souls.

Looking back, it’s clear this month was full of energy, generosity, and love. We played
hard, served faithfully, and cared for our neighbors with open hearts. And through it all,
God was there, quietly weaving joy, purpose, and love into the life of our congregation.
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