September Newsletter

Worship with us on Sundays at 10:30 am.
10:30 am worship is live-streamed on YouTube for those unable to join us in
person.

Click Here to Find Our Worship
Services

\EROM THE
Church Office Hours: @é PASTOR

Monday - Friday: 9:00 am - 2:00 pm

Micah Kearney, Pastor
mkearney@holyc.org

Beka Forst, Deacon of Discipleship
rforst@holyc.org

Greg Cline, Organist /Choirmaster
gclinea440@aol.com

X

Pastor
Micah Kearney

Diamond Cansler, Office Manager

In today’s world, it is easy to
feel connected widely to


https://www.youtube.com/@HolyCBelmontNC/streams
mailto:rforst@holyc.org
mailto:gcline@holyc.org
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=331d2ef9-184a-4a9f-a808-24db935e2eb7

people, but to not feel deeply
connected to many. With the
time that people spend online

with social media where we
have limited, measured,
curated interactions with
people, engaging media that
makes us feel part of a group
that doesn’t know....
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September Birthdays
We recognize and celebrate these
birthdays! We are thankful for the
Life and Spirit of those
we celebrate. May the blessings of
God flow in the life of each of you.

September 1 Emilia Cunningham
September 2 Preston Baker
September 3 Bryn Bailey
September 7 Elizabeth Bruchon
September 9 Mary Doctor
September 10 Sherry Nelson
September 10 Hayes Cunningham
September 11 Hannah Carnes
September 11 Maria Carr
September 11 Madison Carr
September 14 Emily Koehler
September 17 Bill Hollar
September 18 Winston Baker
September 18 Matt Cunningham
September 20 Lyn Miller
September 20 Diane Halvorson
September 21 Heather Povinelli
September 21 Isaac Bansen
September 23 Anne Reese

September Monthly Gatherings:

Sept 1 — 6:45pm Women'’s Bible Study
Sept 7 (God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday)
e 4:00pm — Kingdom Crew
¢ 5:00pm — Young Disciples
e 6:00pm — Church Choir

Sept 8 -- 7:00pm Fall Book Club Starts

Sept 9 — 7:00pm Small Group at Jim Buell House

Sept 10 — 6:45pm Women’s Bible Study
Sept 11 — 10:30am Prime Timers
Sept 14

e 12:00pm — Church Council

e 4:00pm — Kingdom Crew

e 5:00pm — Young Disciples

e 6:00pm — Church Choir
Sept 16

e 7:00pm — Chamber Choir

e 7:00pm — Christian Education
Sept 17

e 6:45pm — Women'’s Bible Counseling

e 7:00pm — Outreach Meeting
Sept 21 (Lutheridge Sunday)

e 11:00am — Lutheridge Service

e 5:00pm — Young Disciples
Sept 23

e 7:00pm — Chamber Choir

e 7:00pm — Nar-Anon Meeting
Sept 24 Women'’s Bible 6:45pm
Sept 26 Sunset Shenanigan — 6:00pm
Sept 28

e 9:00am — Hand Bells


https://files.constantcontact.com/15190e53801/6edf7cad-8769-4c43-a05f-df0c0ccad19d.pdf

September 23 Rebecca Yount e 6:00pm — Church Choir
September 24 Becca Doctor Sept 30

September 26 Warren Heller e 7:00pm — Chamber Choir
September 28 James Milton

September 28 Beth Passer

September 29 Barbara Beale Sundays:

September 29 Claire Mitchell Koinonia Coffee - 9:30am
September 29 Luca Piscatelli Church Choir - 10:10am

Worship - 10:30am
2nd & 4th Tuesdays:
Nar-Anon Meeting - 7:00pm
Every Monday:
Fall Book Club - 7:00pm
Every Wednesday:
Women's Bible Study - 6:45pm

Church
Calendar

God’s Work. Our Hands. — Sunday, September 7

After worship, we’ll gather for

a day of service with projects

for all ages! You can help at v 7 ” 7
SOCKS, volunteer at . v
Catherine’s House, make v \ 4
single-use laundry packets, or

help build a Blessing Box for Sodisielkc OUIhandS:

our church property. n M Fi
as N

PROJECT SIGN UP! September 7, 2025

This year’s projects include:
¢ Volunteering at SOCKS — Supporting our neighbors in need.
e Serving at Catherine’s House — Helping with hands-on tasks like gardening
and washing their van used for transporting residents.
¢ Making Single-Use Laundry Packets — Assembling helpful kits for those
utilizing Gaston County's laundry trailer.
e Building a Blessing Box — Creating an outdoor box for food and essentials to
be shared with our community, right here on church property.
Sign up today and be part of this joyful day of service as we live out God’s call to
love our neighbors!


https://www.holyc.org/calendar.html

Mark Your Calendars
Join Us As We Travel To Lutheridge For Worship
September 21st at 11:00 am

A picnic lunch will be held afterwards at the Lakeside Lodge.

Lutheridge is a Christian camp and
conference center located in Arden,

11 AM WORSHIP

SUNDAY
SEPTEMBER 21ST

NC, just south of Asheville. It has a @ Whisnant Chapel 2049 Upper Laurel Drive

rich history in outdoor ministry and
for the last 75 years has provided a
space for cll people to experience

Arden, NC 28704

PICNIC LUNCH

Afterwards at Lakeside Lodge

Christ, community and nature.

Everyone is invited to join us as we You are asked to help with our planning by:

travel to Lutheridge for worship.

= Registering for attendance
= Sign up for a covered dish (to ensure a
variety of dishes)

Overnight accommeodations available. Room Cost =
$130 per night. Please contact Lutheridge directly for
details and reservations: 828-209-6328 — Vanessa.

is approximately 1 hour & 45 minutes. Carpooling

@ The driving time from Holy Comforter to Lutheridge

will be available as well

@ Visit Lutheridge.org for more information

A"\ Registration will begin at the start of September

*Please note: A worship service at Holy Comforter will still be held at 10:30 a.m.*

Click Here More

Info

Visit Their

Site
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Come Sing With Us!

Our church choir is more
than just music — it's
fellowship, laughter, and
lifting our voices together
in praise. Join us for
choir rehearsal this
Sunday at 6:00pm in
the Choir Room as we
prepare beautiful music
to share in worship


https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090448A4AB29AAFF2-58076791-gods#/
https://files.constantcontact.com/15190e53801/17d9e44c-75a4-48e4-82a2-7e66793eaf16.pdf
https://lutheridge.org/

Sunday, September 7th
6:00 PM
Sunday, September 14th

6:00 PM

Sunday, September 21st
Lutheridge 10Q:30 A Meet at Chapel

Sunday, September 28th
6:00 PM

émn@t@&ﬂf

How do we sing at Holy Comforter?
First, our worship space is designed
not only to inspire the eye, but the
ear as well. The acoustics funnel
sound from back to front as if one
were cupping hands on either side of
their mouth to project the voice.
Second, the choir placement.......

Join Us In Faith and Fellowship
Holy Comforter Men's Breakfast starting
September 10th 8:30am at De Coria's Bagels
Lead by Pastor Micah


https://files.constantcontact.com/15190e53801/7a260129-c7c9-4c4e-9d97-8f9cd675d33e.pdf

HC Men’s
Breakfast

De Coria's Bagels
417 E. Catawba St. BelImont

(September 10, 8:30 am)

Join us for faith and )
fellowship

You're Invited: Women's Bible
Study

We would love for you to join us for a
new season of Women's Bible Study!
This fall, we’ll be diving into Making
Room by She Reads Truth, a beautiful
study on the heart of hospitality, God’s
welcome, and how we can reflect
God's love in our everyday lives.

Whether you're brand new to Bible
study or have been part of one for
years, you'll find encouragement,
friendship, and meaningful
conversation here. Come as you are,
bring your Bible, and let’s make room
for God’s Word and each other. Join
us August 27th at 6:45 pm. Books
are $15, you can pay online or in
person.

***Be sure to give toBible Study
Books***

%és BIBLE

[S3)

€77 NV

Reserve Your Book
Here

Pay For Your Book

Here

Come Join Our Prime Timers Bible Study!

Prime Timers is a monthly gathering of
retired friends who explore the
upcoming Sunday Gospel together,
sharing in discussion, reflection, and
prayer. It's a wonderful way to deepen


https://form.jotform.com/252235268590157
https://onrealm.org/HolyComforterLu/-/form/give/now

your understanding of scripture and
connect with others.
All are welcome, whether this is your

PRIME TIMERS

THURSDAY
10:30AM

| BIBI_E Lﬁ?lll e first time or you’ve been attending for
" ook years! We are meeting on September
STUDY 11th at 10:30 am.
: \ / by Come for the conversation, stay for the
y : ' fellowship.
EVERY - For more information, contact
SECOND | Lyn Miller.

Jim and Jan Buell Will Host Their Small Group Tuesday,
September 9th

Anyone interested in talk to Jim or Jan as they welcome some fresh faces.

In Small Groups there is time WANT TO JOIN-A

for devotions, connection, SMALL GROUP?

and prayer. Small Groups
are intended to intentionally
accompany one another,
support one another, and
share in faith together. Small
Groups meet the second

week of the month. WHAT IS A SMALL GROUP?
In Small Groups there is time for devotions, connection, and prayer. Small Groups are intended
tointentionally accompany one another, support one another, and share in faith together. Small
Contact Deacon Beka For More Groups meet the second week of the month.
Information
Contact Deacon Beka For More Information
rforst@holyc.org

Outreach Meeting Reminder

September 18th 7:00 pm



OUTREACH
COMMITTEE

Join us for Mission: Rescue!
September 26th

A fast, funny, all-
ages game where
it's Parents vs. Kids.

Team up to race,

collect, and solve
your way to victory.

Bring your sneakers Parents Vs. Kld S

and playful spirit for
this epic Summer D
Shenanigan night of

fun!

) BG:00RNV

A fast, funny, all-ages game where it's Parents vs. Kids. Team
up to race, collect, and solve your way to victory.

Bring your sneakers and playful spirit for this epic Summer
Shenanigan night of fun!




Beka’s .
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Recently, my best friend %00 C|;>m . ﬁ;oo gm .

asked me how | was doing. figeom Lrew ingdom Crew

She and | talk on the phone 5:00pm 500 pm
Young Diciples Young Diciples

weekly. Usually, we take
turns being the one whose
life feels a little more chaotic
or

heavy, whether it's because
of work deadlines, friends
getting married, friends going

throu g h a hard time , or J ust September 21st September 26th

the exhaustion of trying to be
. 6:00pm
a productive member of 5:00 pm

. . . all-ages games
society...... Young Diciples whereit's

Parents vs. Kids.
Read More

Dinner Sign-Ups for Kingdom Crew & Young Disciples!

We’'re excited to
gather for some great
food and even better
company! If you'd like
to help provide dinner
for Kingdom Crew or
Young Disciples
gatherings, please
sign up using the link
below. Your support
means the world to
our kiddos and
leaders!



https://files.constantcontact.com/15190e53801/0d7aa23c-d24c-4c19-b06a-ce0e34584e64.pdf
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090448A4AB29AAFF2-57374602-20252026

Fall Book Club

Join us this fall as we
read Soul Boom by
Rainn Wilson! We'll
meet on Mondays at

7:00 pm starting
September 8 for great
conversation,
community, and
connection.

Lead by Deacon Beka

Christian Education
Meeting

September 16th 7:00 pm



Holy Comforter Business

August Church Council Meeting

Sunday, September 14th, 12:00pm -1:00pm

July 2025 Council Minutes

We invite you to take a moment to review
the recently approved minutes from our

C‘é I é; Council meeting.

The minutes provide a summary of our
C O U N C I L discussions, decisions made, and action
MEETING MINUTES items moving forward.

If you have any questions, please feel free
to contact a council member.

Council Minutes
Here

Treasurer’s Report for July 2025


https://files.constantcontact.com/15190e53801/48a57660-8f08-4553-a37b-408cceed1f86.pdf

LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE HOLY COMFORTER - Current Financial Summary

For Month of For Year Through
July 2025 713112025
Actual Offering $22,539.00 $195,473.92
Actual Expenses 28,122 58 210,202 68
Actual Offering less Actual Expenses -6,563.58 -14 728 76
Detail:

Actual Offering $22,539.00 $195,473.92
Flanned Offering for Budgeted Expenses 2959117 20713817
Actual Offering less Planned Offering -7.052.17 =11
Expected Expenses (Budget) $29,591.17 $207,138.17
Actual Expenses 29122568 210,202 .68
Budgeted Expenses less Actual Expanses 468.59 -3.064 .51
Cause(s) of the year to date loss: Insufficient offering amounts in July and some earlier months,

as well as unusual expenses in April and May

Children's Church Volunteers
/1 are Needed
. o The children need your help! Children's
\\\/‘ church needs one volunteer per
CHILDRE N's Sunday to teach using scripted
curriculum. The volunteer would find
CHUR CH our user friendly Children's Church

VOLUNTEERS material in the Fellowship hall in the

yellow binder. We have plenty of

__ NEEDED openings from now till the end of the
R year.

You
W2



https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090448A4AB29AAFF2-54090434-childrens#/

: On August 1, 2025, Rev. Lucille
The ELCA has a new bishop! On » 5 A .
July 30, the Rev. Yehiel Curry, CeCee” Mills, assistant to the

bishop in the North Carolina
Synod, was elected ELCA
Secretary, making history as

the first Black person to hold the
position. She won on the fifth
ballot, receiving 404 of 782 votes,
and envisions "a new season for
our church" rooted in call,
community, and becoming God'’s
beloved people.

bishop of the Metropolitan
Chicago Synod, was elected as
the ELCA’s fifth Presiding
Bishop, making history as the first
person of African descent to serve
in this role. In Living Lutheran,
Bishop Curry shared his vision: the
church must embody its mission,
inviting all people to the table and
living out God’s work together.

Read Eead
More ore

SIGN UP TO BE A
WORSHIP VOLUNTEER

2025 Worship Volunteer Sign-Ups

Altar flowers are the flowers that are on the altar during worship. They can be
given in honor or memory of someone and are a reminder of the resurrected Christ.
Once worship is over, you are able to collect the flowers that you sponsored. The


https://www.livinglutheran.org/2025/07/casting-a-vision-for-the-church/
https://www.elca.org/news-and-events/lucille-cecee-mills-elected-secretary-of-the-elca

price per vase is $30, or $60 if you purchase both.

2025 Altar
Flowers

Being a Lector is an easy and important way to lead during worship. It would be most
helpful for you to sign up for a month at a time, or as much of the month as you
can. Readings will be sent to you the Monday before your Sunday.

2025 Lectors

Volunteer Schedule

A
CHILDREN'S
CHURCH

7

Children’s Church

Altar flowers

Available to be sponsored. If you would September 7 -
like to do so in honor or memory of a September 14 - Deacon Beka Forst
loved one or to celebrate a milestone September 21 -
please click the button below.. September 28 -
September 7 -
September 14 - Children's Church is available for pre-k-
September 21 - 5th graders every Sunday during the
September 28 - readings, the Gospel, and the Sermon.
Children's church takes place in the

Sign Up
Here

fellowship hall.

Sign Up
Here

‘@
<=



https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090448A4AB29AAFF2-54090408-2025
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090448A4AB29AAFF2-54090402-2025
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090448A4AB29AAFF2-54090408-2025#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090448A4AB29AAFF2-54090434-childrens

September Teller Schedule:

Rochelle and Danny Potter Lectors
Note: If you can't count during your September 7 - Barbara Manson
assigned time, please ask another Teller September 14 - Barbara Manson
to count for you or Contact Shelia via text September 21 - Barbara Manson
or phone. September 28 - Barbara Manson

Sign Up

Here

The church calendar is updated weekly and can always be found on the church
website under the events tab. Take a look!

Church

Calendar

Holy Comforter Lutheran Church | 216 N Main St | BELMONT, NC 28012 US

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice

C Constant
Contact

Try email marketing for free today!


https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090448A4AB29AAFF2-54090402-2025#/
https://www.holyc.org/calendar.html
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice

In today’s world, it is easy to feel connected widely to people, but to not feel deeply connected to
many. With the time that people spend online with social media where we have limited,
measured, curated interactions with people, engaging media that makes us feel part of a group
that doesn’t know who we are, or the filter we have these days trying to avoid conflict in every
conversation, it is easy to have connections to many people without any depth of relationship.
Unfortunately, that can be true at church as well. Even at Holy Comforter, which has always
seemed like a genuinely welcoming and kind congregation, it is possible to come to worship on
Sundays and stay relatively unknown, sharing kind smiles and handshakes, sharing in
communal prayer and song, in a holy meal, but not sharing our joys and fears, our interests, our
vulnerabilities, and so stay relatively anonymous.

Which is why we encourage everyone to be a part of at least one group or activity with the
church in addition to worship. Worship is central to who we are, in our relationship with God, and
informing who we are as community. But to live into who God calls us to be as community
means we cannot be anonymous to each other, we are called into deeper relationships in which
we share our joys and sorrows, our dreams and fears, in which people know our stories and can
celebrate and support us.

Small groups, with time for prayer, devotion, and sharing fellowship, invite folks to share their
stories with other members of the church in a way that is rarely available before or after worship
on a Sunday morning. Bible Studies invite us into deeper engagement in scripture, and they
also invite us into deeper conversations about where these scriptures connect with our lives, our
perspectives, our identities, our sense of purpose and meaning. We’re finalizing some starting
plans for a Men’s group as well. Book Club has consistently been a group that is willing to
wrestle, to ask questions, to give people a safe place to be vulnerable and to learn together. The
choir not only shares incredible gifts of musical leadership in worship, it also has been a group
that has built relationships that have cared for and supported one another over the years. Even
committees and service opportunities, while having a defined purpose outside of ourselves, give
an opportunity to work with others in a way that shares ourselves with them and we can feel
seen and known.

We’re in a time of significant shifts in schedules and routines, both in our lives and in church
programming, as we move from summer when we are often a bit disbursed to the fall schedule
with school, sports, and everything else. As we shape what those schedules look like, think
about finding at least one thing, in addition to worship, that will give you an opportunity both to
be known by and to know, a little deeper, the people with whom God has called you into
community and mission. If you are nervous to step into something new, you’re not the only one.
Find a staff person or council member and ask them how to get you connected. Trust me, we
want you there.

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Micah



How do we sing at Holy Comforter? First, our worship space is designed not
only to inspire the eye, but the ear as well. The acoustics funnel sound from
back to front as if one were cupping hands on either side of their mouth to
project the voice. Second, the choir placement allows the music leaders to
sing_with the congregation...not to the congregation. This is optimal
placement...although | know that many come from traditions where the choir is
on stage and is more performance based. | know | speak for our choir
members when | say that the majority desire to be heard, and not seen.

Nothing stifles congregational singing more than worshippers feeling like they
are singing alone. Our brick walls and stone floor play quite a role in
encouraging individuals to lift the voice. If you have always sat under the
balcony, sometimes a very popular place to be, | encourage you to investigate
traveling about 6 more pews forward. It's like opening a door to the sound of
choir support and pipe organ.

Wherever we happen to be located the music is a means to help the people
deepen their faith and worship God. Each of us preaches the word of the Lord
at each and every service in which we are present. We preach through the
words of the hymns, songs, and anthems that are offered.

Soli Deo Gloria!
To God Be the Glory!

Greg Cline, MD (Music Director)



Recently, my best friend asked me how | was doing. She and | talk on the phone
weekly. Usually, we take turns being the one whose life feels a little more chaotic or
heavy, whether it's because of work deadlines, friends getting married, friends going
through a hard time, or just the exhaustion of trying to be a productive member of
society.

This time, | was the one who got to listen and champion her. And when it was my turn to
share, instead of talking about stress or challenges, | found myself bubbling over with
joy about all the life happening here at Holy C.

| told her about how our new school year had just begun, with new kids and ministries
taking root. | described the energy of our kids laughing and learning in Kingdom Crew,
the excitement of seeing fresh faces in our community, and the hope we carry into this
academic year. | shared about the ways we are loving our neighbors through the
shower and laundry trailers, building a blessing box for God’s Work Our Hands,
supporting the women at Catherine’s House, and spreading kindness through the
ministry of Bunny Blessings. | stopped there, but could have kept going!

As | spoke, | realized how much joy | felt simply in recounting what God is doing among
us. These aren’t just projects or programs; they are signs of God’s Spirit at work. Each
one reflects who we are called to be: a community where faith is alive, where neighbors
are cared for, and where joy is multiplied when it's shared.

When | talked to my best friend and shared all the things | am proud of us for doing,
things that are meaningful, creative, and deeply life-giving, | realized again how grateful
| am to be in ministry alongside you. Every prayer offered, every gift given, every act of
service shared contributes to this abundance of life together. None of this happens
without you.

And here’s the best part: there’s room for you in it. Maybe that looks like showing up to
serve a neighbor in need. Maybe it's praying faithfully for these ministries and the
people they touch. Maybe it's giving financially to provide the resources that make them
possible. However you take part, you’re joining in the story God is writing through this
community.

So, thank you for your presence, your prayers, and your partnership. And if you haven’t
yet found your spot in this story, consider this your invitation. Because there is life here.
There is joy here. There is hope here. And it’'s even better when we share it together.

With gratitude and joy,
Deacon Beka
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